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"  He  who  causes  war  with  a  stroke  of  the  pen 
knows  not  what  he  is  calling  up  from  Hades." 

Written  by  the  Kaiser's  father,  Crown  Prince  Frederick, 
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HOCH    DER    KAISER 

DER  Kaiser  of  dis  Fatherland 
Und  Gott  on  high  all  dings  command, 
Ve  two — ach  !     Don't  you  understand  ? 
Myself— und  Gott. 


Dere's  France,  she  swaggers  all  aroundt, 
She  ausgesspieldt, 

To  much  we  think  she  don't  amount, 
Myself— und  Gott. 


In  dimes  of  peace  brebare  for  wars, 
I  bear  the  spear  and  helm  of  Mars, 
Und  care  not  for  den  thousand  Czars, 
Myself— mit  Gott ! 

In  fact,  I  humour  efry  whim, 
With  aspect  dark  and  visage  grim, 
Gott  pulls  mit  me,  und  I  mit  Him, 
Myself— und  Gott ! 

A.  MCGREGOR  ROSE. 
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THE   KAISER   UNDER   THE 
SEARCHLIGHT 

CHAPTER    I 

THE   HOHENZOLLERNS  AND   DIVINE 
RIGHT 

King  of  Prussia  sponsor  at  christening  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales — Report  of  Prince  Consort  being  sent 
to  the  Tower — Princess  Royal  engaged  to  the 
Crown  Prince  Frederick — William  I  crowns 
himself  King  of  Prussia — Startling  claims  at  his 
coronation — Speech  censured  by  Prince  Consort 
and  the  Times. 

THROUGHOUT  the  chequered  course  of  the 
Hohenzollern  family,  stretching  back  more 
than  a  thousand  years,  the  rule  of  Force 
has  been  far  more  apparent  than  any  sign  of 
divinity .  Their  kings  have  never  lost  sight 
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of  the  fact  that  the  Prussian  imagination  is 
largely  made  up  of  appetite.  If  we  include 
the  Great  Elector  (as  Mr.  Harold  Frederic 
pointed  out)  there  have  been  ten  of  these 
kings,  and  of  the  ten  eight  have  made 
Prussia  bigger  than  they  found  her. 
"  Sometimes  the  gain  has  been  clutched 
out  of  the  smoke  and  flame  of  battle,; 
sometimes  it  has  more  closely  resembled 
burglary,  or  bank  embezzlement  on  a  large 
scale.  That  there  should  be  a  great  affec- 
tion for  and  pride  in  the  Hohenzollerns  in 
Prussia  was  natural  enough .  They  typified 
the  strength  of  beak,  the  power  of  talons 
and  sweeping  wings,  which  made  Prussia 
what  she  was.  But  nothing  save  a  very 
remarkable  train  of  surprising  events  could 
have  brought  the  rest  of  Germany  to  share 
this  affection  and  pride." 

The  present  time,  when  a  Hohenzollern 
has  rallied  his  hordes,  and  is  "  out  for 
plunder,"  forbids  any  attempt  at  his- 
torical retrospect.  Napoleon's  victory  at 
Jena,  like  the  troubled  period  when  a  king 
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was  scared  from  Berlin  by  the  uprising  of 
his  people,  may  be  left  untouched.  But 
the  events  of  the  last  sixty  years  are  sur- 
prising enough  to  be  worth  recalling1,  as 
far  as  possible  in  the  sequence  of  their 
happening . 

It  was  in  1842  that  King  Frederic 
William  of  Prussia  visited  England  to 
act  as  sponsor  for  the  Prince  of  Wales 
(afterwards  King  Edward  VII).  The 
ceremony  at  Windsor  was  marked  by  un- 
usual ecclesiastical  display.  When  the 
Duchess  of  Buccleuch  placed  the  royal 
babe  in  the  arms  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  he  said,  "  Name  this  child," 
and  the  King  in  a  clear  voice  replied, 
"  Albert  Edward."  Water  from  the  River 
Jordan  had  been  used  in  the  font,  and  at 
the  close  the  spectators  thronged  round  in 
order  to  dip  their  fingers  in  it.  The  round 
of  the  King's  visits  has  hardly  ever  been 
exceeded  even  by  a  modern  tourist.  At 
the  opening  of  Parliament  he  was  present 
with  Queen  Victoria ;  he  slept  both  at 
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Windsor  Castle  and  Buckingham  Palace, 
dined  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and 
lunched  with  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury. After  attending  service  at  St.  Paul's 
on  the  Sunday  morning  the  King  rode  with 
the  Lord  Mayor  to  the  Mansion  House  for 
lunch.  Some  hours  were  spent  among  the 
treasures  of  the  British  Museum,  and  along 
with  other  military  places,  Woolwich 
Arsenal  was  closely  inspected. 

Years  passed,  and  then  a  Prussian 
prince  came  a-wooing.  Meanwhile 
England  had  passed  through  an  anti- 
German  storm  that  led  to  outrageous 
attacks  on  the  Prince  Consort  and  a  most 
extraordinary  outcry.  Dating  from  Wind- 
sor Castle  on  January  24,  1854,  the  Prince 
Consort  wrote  : — 

"  You  will  scarcely  credit  that  my  being 
committed  to  the  Tower  was  believed  all 
over  the  country— nay,  even  that  the 
Queen  had  been  arrested  !  People  sur- 
rounded the  Tower  in  thousands  to  see  us 
brought  to  it!  Victoria  has  taken  the 
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whole  affair  greatly  to  heart,  and  was 
excessively  indignant  at  the  attacks. 
Finally,  if  our  courage  and  cheerfulness 
have  not  suffered,  our  stomachs  and 
digestions  have,  as  they  commonly  do 
where  the  feelings  are  kept  long  upon  the 
stretch." 

The  whole  affair  arose  out  of  what  is 
now  regarded  as  a  despicable  political 
squabble,  with  which  the  Prince  had  no 
concern  whatever.  It  evidently  did  not 
lessen  the  German  sympathies  of  either 
the  Queen  or  the  Prince,  for  a  year  later 
Prince  Frederick  William  was  cordially 
welcomed  as  a  suitor  for  the  Princess 
Royal.  In  her  Majesty's  Scottish  diary 
for  September  29,  1855,  there  appeared 
the  entry  :— 

"  Our  dear  Victoria  was  this  day  en- 
gaged to  Prince  Frederick  William  of 
Prussia,  who  had  been  on  a  visit  to  us  since 
the  1 4th.  He  had  already  spoken  to  us, 
on  the  20th,  of  his  wishes  ;  but  we  were 
uncertain,  on  account  of  her  extreme  youth, 
19 
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whether  he  should  speak  to  her  himself,  or 
wait  till  he  came  back  again.  'However, 
we  felt  it  was  better  he  should  do  so  ;  and 
during  our  ride  up  Craig-na-Ban  this  after- 
noon he  picked  a  piece  of  white  heather 
(the  emblem  of  'good  luck'),  which  he 
gave  to  her ;  and  this  enabled  him  to  make 
an  allusion  to  his  hopes  and  wishes,  as 
they  rode  down  Glen  Girnoch,  which  led 
to  this  happy  conclusion." 

The  Prince  Consort  regarded  the  alliance 
with  equal  favour,  for  he  wrote  : — 

"  Prince  Fritz  William  left  us  yesterday. 
Vicky  has  indeed  behaved  quite  adrnirably, 
as  well  during  the  closer  explanation  on 
Saturday  as  in  the  self-command  which 
she  displayed  subsequently  and  at  the  part- 
ing. .  .  .  The  young  people  are  ardently 
in  love  with  one  another,  and  the  purity, 
innocence,  and  unselfishness  of  the  young 
man  have  been  on  his  part  equally  touch- 
ing. .  .  .  Abundance  of  tears  were  shed. 
While  deep  visible  revolutions  in  the 
emotional  natures  of  the  two  young  people 
20 
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and  of  the  mother  were  taking  place,  by 
which  they  were  powerfully  agitated,  my 
feeling  was  rather  one  of  cheerful  satisfac- 
tion and  gratitude  to  God,  for  bringing 
across  our  path  so  much  that  was  noble 
and  good,  where  it  may,  nay  must,  con- 
duce to  the  happiness  for  life  of  those 
whom  He  has  endowed  with  those 
.qualities,  and  who  are  in  themselves  so 
dear  to  me." 

After  being  Regent  for  some  years, 
William  I  succeeded  his  brother  as  King  of 
Prussia  in  1861.  'He  speedily  challenged 
the  criticism  of  his  own  subjects  and  of 
the  world  at  large  by  reviving  the  claim 
to  Divine  Right.  Summoning  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Dresden  Diet  before  him  at 
Konigsberg,  on  October  17,  1861,  he  thus 
addressed  them  : — 

"  I  desired  to  summon  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  Chambers  to  my  presence 
even  before  the  Coronation,  and  I  thank 
you  for  having  complied  with  my  wish. 
The  rulers  of  Prussia  receive  their  crown 
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from  God.  To-morrow,  therefore,  I  shall 
take  the  Crown  from  the  Lord's  table  and 
place  it  on  my  head.  This  is  the  significa- 
tion of  the  expression  '  King  by  the  grace 
of  God/  and  therein  lies  the  sanctity  of  the 
Crown,  which  is  inviolable.  I  know  that 
you  will  thus  understand  the  meaning  of 
the  act,  which  I  have  summoned  you  to 
witness.  The  Crown  has  been  surrounded 
by  new  institutions  by  virtue  of  which  you 
are  destined  to  afford  to  it  the  benefit  of 
your  counsel.  You  will  advise  me  and  I 
shall  listen  to  your  advice." 

The  Coronation  took  place  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  in  the  Church  of  the  castle. 
In  the  throne -room  addresses  on  behalf 
of  the  Catholic  clergy,  nobility,  and  others 
were  delivered.  Then,  marching  down  the 
grand  staircase,  William  halted  and  said  : — 

"  The  Kings  of  Prussia  have  now  worn 
the  Crown  for  one  hundred  years.  I  am 
the  first  king  to  ascend  the  throne  since 
the  Crown  has  been  surrounded  with  insti- 
tutions in  harmony  with  our  time.  But 
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remembering  that  the  Crown  comes  from 
God,  I  have  notified  by  my  coronation  in 
a  sacred  place  that  I  have  received  it  in 
humility  from  His  hands.  I  know  that  the 
prayers  of  my  people  have  accompanied 
me  in  this  solemn  act,  and  that  they  also 
pray  that  the  blessing  of  the  Almighty  may 
rest  on  my  government.  The  providence 
of  God  has  preserved  the  blessing  of  peace 
to  the  dear  Fatherland,  my  valiant  army 
will  protect  it  against  dangers  from  with- 
out. As  regards  dangers  in  the  interior, 
Prussia  will  remain  free  of  them  because 
the  Throne  of  her  kings  remains  strong  in 
its  power  and  its  rights." 

A  small  happening  at  the  public  recep- 
tion may  be  recalled.  Four  white -robed 
maidens  received  the  King  and  Queen  at 
the  Brandenburg  gate.  Two  were  deputed 
to  present  copies  of  verses.  On  receiving 
one  the  Queen  held  out  her  hand,  when  the 
maiden,  instead  of  kissing  it,  gave  it  a 
hearty  shake.  The  Queen  smilingly  re- 
marked to  the  King  that  the  good  people 
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of  Konigsberg  seemed  to  be  on  quite  a 
familiar  footing  with  royalty. 

Queen  Victoria  and  the  Prince  Consort 
were  very  vexed  at  the  King's  speech. 
The  latter  denounced  the  claim  to  Divine 
Right  as  an  absurdity— exploded  for  the 
last  two  hundred  years— and  suitable 
neither  to  the  position  and  vocation  of 
Prussia  nor  to  the  King. 

The  Times  in  a  strong  leader  referred 
to  the  bold  cunning  of  the  Hohenzollerns 
and  concluded  thus  :  "  When  we  look  back 
to  the  history  of  the  eighteenth  century  we 
should  rather  be  inclined  to  think  that  the 
rulers  of  Prussia  have  received  their  Crown 
from  some  other  quarter  than  that  in- 
dicated by  its  present  wearer.  'However 
absurd,  if  his  subjects  are  satisfied,  it  is 
no  business  of  ours." 

•How  this  judgment  has  been  upset  by 
history  will  be  apparent  to  those  who 
follow  the  course  of  later  events. 
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CHARTER    II 
KAISER'S  EARLY   LIFE 

Baptism — Queen  Victoria's  regret — First  saw  her 
grandchild  at  Coburg — Home  life,  education, 
and  recreation — School  at  Cassel,  afterwards 
University  at  Bonn — On  his  majority  appointed 
lieutenant  in  the  Guards — William  I  takes  his 
grandson  in  hand — Prince  Bismarck  becomes 
instructor  —  Marriage  to  Princess  Augusta 
Victoria  of  Schleswig-Holstein. 

No  royal  infant  has  appeared  under  fairer 
auspices  than  those  which  marked  the 
birth,  on  January  27,  1859,  of  the  eldest 
child  of  the  Prince  of  Prussia,  and  Victoria, 
Princess  Royal  of  England.  There  was 
peace  in  the  land.  The  event  called  forth 
rejoicing  in  Berlin,  and  the  Prince  Consort 
wrote  to  the  King  of  the  Belgians  :— 

"  Hearty  thanks  for  the  good  wishes  for 
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our  grand-parental  honours.  The  dignity 
sits  very  well*  upon  us.  But  how  grateful 
must  we  be  to  Heaven  that  it  has  ordered 
all  so  graciously.  The  danger  for  the 
child  and  the  sufferings  for  the  mother 
were  serious.  Poor  Fritz  and  the  Prince 
and  Princess  must  have  undergone  terrible 
anxiety,  as  they  had  no  hope  of  the  birth  of 
a  living  child,  and  their  joy  over  a  strong, 
healthy  boy  is,  therefore,  all  the  greater. 
In  Berlin  the  rejoicing  over  the  birth  of 
an  (eventual)  heir  to  the  throne  seems  to 
have  been  unbounded,  and  even  here  the 
sympathy  is  universal.  Vicky  seems  to 
be  recovering  well,  and  so  may  the  All 
Merciful  send  a  happy  issue  to  it  all." 

The  baptism  took  place  at  Berlin  on 
March  5th,  the  names  given  being  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  Victor  Albert.  "  Oh,  dearest 
Uncle,"  the  Queen  wrote  to  King  Leopold, 
"  it  almost  breaks  my  heart  not  to  witness 
our  first  grandchild's  christening.  I  don't 
think  I  ever  felt  so  bitterly  disappointed. 
And  then  it  is  an  occasion  so  gratifying  to 
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both  nations,  and  brings  them  so  much 
together,  that  it  is  peculiarly  mortifying." 

At  Coburg,  the  birthplace  of  the  Prince 
Consort,  little  William  was  shown  for  the 
first  time  to  his  English  grandparents  in 
September  1860.  Queen  Victoria  wrote 
in  her  diary  :  "  Such  a  little  love  !  He 
came  walking  in  at  his  nurse's  hand,  in  a 
little  white  dress  with  black  bows,  and  was 
so  good.  .  .  .  He  is  a  fine,  fat  child,  with 
a  beautiful  white,  soft  skin,  very  fine 
shoulders  and  limbs,  and  a  very  dear  face, 
like  Vicky  and  Fritz,  and  also  Louise  of 
Baden.  He  has  Fritz's  eyes  and  Vicky's 
mouth,  with  very  fair,  curling  hair."  ; 

The  Crown  Princess  supervised  her 
nurseries  through  every  detail,  and  also 
followed  in  later  years  the  home  education 
of  her  children.  When  the  father  was  not 
called  away  by  war,  it  was  their  custom  to 
visit  both  nurseries  and  schoolrooms  to- 
gether each  morning.  Her  boys  were 
taught  to  be  simple  in  their  tastes,  and  con- 
siderate to  all  who  came  into  relation  with 
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them.  Eessons  began  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
summer  and  at  seven  in  the  winter  months. 
By  breakfast-time—half-past  nine — the 
most  important  tasks  had  usually  been  got 
through.  At  eleven  work  was  resumed 
for  two  hours,  then,  came  another  in- 
terval, the  afternoon  being  occupied 
mainly  in  arranging  tasks  for  the  next  day. 
The  large  upper  rooms  which  were 
devoted  to  work  and  play  in  the  parental 
home  have  been  described  as  resembling 
an  English  attic  in  their  plainness.  Mr. 
Bigelow,  an  American  who  enjoyed  special 
opportunities  of  seeing  William  and  his 
brother  Henry,  describes  them  as  two 
vigorous,  active  boys,  who  were  an  object 
of  constant  anxiety  to  the  kindly  tutor 
placed  over  them.  On  the  one  hand,  it 
was  needful  to  keep  them  closely  to  their 
studies  in  order  to  satisfy  their  parents, 
who  made  a  point  of  being  present  at  all 
examinations.  In  play  it  was  needful  to 
see  that  William  did  not  run  into  any 
danger  likely  to  injure  his  helpless  left 
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arm.  The  life  which  that  arm  had  lost, 
said  one  writer,  seemed  to  have  added 
strength  to  his  right.  In  addition  to  their 
lighter  German  books,  they  had  a  close 
acquaintance  with  Fenimore  Cooper's 
stories  of  North  American  life.  The  boys 
decked  themselves  with  feathered  head- 
dresses and  played  at  scouting  with  as 
much  zeal  as  Leather  Stocking  and  other 
Indian  heroes  of  the  forest  and  prairie. 
Another  favourite  recreation  was  to  sail 
a  beautiful  model  of  a  British  frigate  on 
the  Havel  Lakes,  near  Potsdam.  This 
little  ship,  of  excellent  workmanship,  was 
sent  as  a  present  to  Frederick  William  III, 
King  of  Prussia,  by  our  sailor  King, 
William  IV,  and  was  a  never -failing 
source  of  pleasure. 

How  greatly  the  idea  of  education 
pressed  upon  the  Crown  Prince  Frederick 
will  be  apparent  from  an  entry  in  his 
diary  :— 

"  This  is  William's  thirteenth  birthday. 

May  he  grow  up  to  be  an  able,  honest,  and 
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upright  son,  a  true  German,  prepared  to 
continue  without  prejudice  what  has  now 
been  begun  !  Heaven  be  praised !  be- 
tween him  and  us  there  is  a  simple,  hearty, 
and  natural  relationship,  which  we  shall 
strive  to  preserve,  so  that  he  may  thus 
always  look  upon  us  as  his  best  and  truest 
friends.  It  is  really  an  oppressive  reflec- 
tion when  one  realizes  what  hopes  have 
already  been  placed  on  the  head  of  this 
child,  and  how  great  is  our  responsibility 
to  the  nation  for  his  education,  which 
family  considerations  and  questions  of 
rank,  and  the  whole  Court  life  at  Berlin 
and  other  things  will  tend  to  make  so 
much  more  difficult." 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  young  William  was 
sent  to  the  big  gymnasium  at  Cassel.  It 
was  a  great  surprise  to  all  the  Court 
circle,  as  the  boy  was  the  first  Hohen- 
zollern  seen  in  a  public  school.  It  is 
declared  to  be  an  ancient  family  rule  which 
makes  the  Hohenzollern  children  wear  out 
their  old  clothes  in  a  way  that  attracts 
30 


Kaiser's  Early  Life 

attention  by  their  very  poorness.  William 
has  been  described  as  one  of  the  worst 
dressed  boys  in  the  school.  Looking  back 
upon  his  three  years  there,  his  opinion 
is  by  no  means  favourable  to  the 
gymnasium  system.  He  was  treated 
.quite  like  an  ordinary  student  save 
by  one  teacher,  who,  knowing  that 
he  was  backward  in  Greek,  told  him 
the  subject  of  the  next  day's  examination. 
The  boy  received  the  hint  in  silence,  but 
next  morning  wrote  the  information  on  the 
blackboard  for  all  to  read.  The  simplicity 
of  his  character  was  further  shown  by  his 
telling  a  fellow -student  with  whom  he  was 
sharing  a  cake  sent  from  home  that  it  had 
been  made  by  his  mother. 

From  the  simple  school  life  of  Cassel  to 
the  University  at  Bonn  was  a  considerable 
change.  William  was  now  practically 
given  over  to  the  Army.  'His  appointment 
as  second  lieutenant  in  the  First  Regiment 
of  Guards  dated  from  his  tenth  birthday. 
Being  now  eighteen,  he  attained  his 
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majority  like  other  Prussian  princes,  and 
was  thereupon  given  his  lieutenant's  com- 
mission in  the  First  Foot  Regiment  of  the 
Guards.  »He  wore  a  uniform  with  sword 
and  epaulettes.  The  glitter  and  colour  of 
the  wheeling  lines  of  bayonets  fascinated 
his  imagination,  and  he  threw  himself  into 
military  work  with  feverish  eagerness.  In 
order  to  supplement  the  academic  instruc- 
tion at  Bonn,  the  old  Emperor  (William  I) 
decided  to  take  young  William  in  hand  for 
a  series  of  lectures,  and  Prince  Bismarck 
was  pressed  into  the  same  service. 

At  those  lectures,  says  Mr.  Bigelow,  the 
Prince  "  learned  what  motives  had  inspired 
the  elder  William  in  the  various  critical 
moments  of  modern  Prussian  history—how 
in  his  youth  he  had  been  flushed  with  hope 
of  constitutional  liberty  for  Germany.  »How 
when  these  hopes  had  been  wrecked  upon 
the  incapacity  of  the  people  to  control  them- 
selves, in  the  stormy  days  of  1848  he  had 
bowed  before  all  but  universal  hatred  and 
taken  refuge  in  London ;  the  same  people 
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that  would  have  stoned  him  then  made  an 
idol  of  the  hero  of  Sadowa  in  1866.  In 
all  the  phases  of  popular  passion  through 
which  he  had  passed,  one  truth  had  been 
amply  vindicated,  namely,  that  fidelity  to 
the  Hohenzollern  tradition,  uncompromis- 
ing devotion  to  duty,  these  attributes  of 
royalty,  could  not  lead  astray.  That  young 
William  found  in  this  lecture -room  little 
sympathy  for  the  teachings  of  Cobden 
or  Benjamin  Franklin  may  be  readily 
imagined.  The  monarch  who  had  ruled 
four  years  without  Parliament,  when  Par- 
liament disobeyed  his  wishes,  was  not 
exactly  suited  to  inoculate  the  young  im- 
perial candidate  with  the  principles  of  civil 
liberty,  let  alone  Free  Trade  and  small 
armies. 

"  To  secure  the  services  of  Bismarck  was 
not  easy,  for  the  Iron  Chancellor  felt  him- 
self far  too  busy  in  adjusting  the  foreign 
relations  of  Europe,  and  discovering 
colonial  land  titles,  to  willingly  enter  the 
academic  cathedra  in  favour  of  a  prince 
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who  then  had  little  prospect  of  ascending 
the  throne  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire— 
at  least,  until  the  lecturer  should  have  lain 
many  years  in  his  vault.     But  the  grand- 
father finally  had  his  way,  and  day  after 
day  found  these  two  closeted  together,  the 
Chancellor    rapidly    melting    before    the 
manifest  capacity  of  the  pupil  to  appreciate 
his    epigrammatic    sentences,  and    finally 
coming  to  relish  the  hour  of  instruction 
more,  if  possible,  than  his  royal  student.'* 
In    1 88 1    the   Emperor   and   Bismarck 
decided  it  was  time  for  the  young  Prince 
to  marry,  and  they  selected  for  his  bride  a 
robust  and  comely  German  princess  of  the 
Schleswig-Holstein      family .        William's 
parents  were  only  formally  consulted,  and 
William  himself  was  said  not  to  have  taken 
any  deep  personal  interest  in  the  transac- 
tion. The  marriage  took  place  on  February 
27,   1 88 1,  with  all  the  pomp  and  display 
of  the  German  Court.    After  the  civil  part 
of  the  ceremony  had  been  performed  in  the 
castle,  there  followed  the  religious  rites. 
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It  was  noted  that  the  dress  of  the  bride, 
Princess  Augusta  Victoria,  was  the  gift  of 
Queen  Victoria,  and  that,  although  it  was 
Sunday  evening,  the  chapel  shook  with  the 
thunder  of  cannon  proclaiming  the  close  of 
the  service.  The  pretty  little  palace  at 
Potsdam  was  assigned  to  the  young  couple 
for  their  residence.  Here  the  Prince  con- 
tinued to  work  hard  at  his  military  and  civil 
tasks.  At  the  same  time  he  was  credited 
with  posing  as  the  patron  of  all  the  re- 
actionary elements  in  modern  Germany. 
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CHAPTER    III 
THE   HOHENZOLLERN  SUCCESSION 

German  crisis  of  1848 — Prince  of  Prussia  flies  to 
London — William  appointed  Regent  in  1857 
— Warlike  preparations — Austria  and  Prussia 
attack  Schleswig-Holstein — Quarrel  over  the 
spoil — Prussia  victorious  after  seven  weeks'  war 
— Master  of  five  new  provinces — Death  of  Sigis- 
mund — Napoleon  III  declares  war — William  I 
takes  command — Crown  Prince  Frederick  re- 
sponsible for  title  of  Emperor — Prince  Consort 
on  Freemasonry — Emperor  shot  by  Socialist — 
Crown  Prince  as  Regent  —  Emperor  William's 
ninetieth  birthday — Illness  of  Crown  Prince — 
Death  of  William  I — Dying  son  proclaimed 
Emperor  Frederick  III — Prince  of  Wales  at 
graveside — Accession  of  Kaiser  William  II. 

THE  two  members  of  the  Hohenzollern 
family  whose  lives  were  lengthened  until 
the  present  Kaiser  appeared  on  the  world's 
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stage  were  Frederick  William  IV  and  his 
brother  William.  Both  were  born  near 
the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century— 
Frederick  in  1793  and  his  brother  William 
two  years  later.  As  a  youth,  Frederick 
saw  something  of  the  fighting  against 
Napoleon  ;  but  it  was  not  until  1840  that 
he  succeeded  his  father  as  King  of  Prussia. 
With  some  inclination  towards  liberal 
reform,  he  could  not  bring;  himself  to 
abandon  the  absolutist  claims  of  his  race. 
As  the  result  the  country  passed  through 
many  troubled  years.  During  one  crisis 
in  1848,  after  many  Prussians  had  been 
slaughtered,  the  Prince  Consort  wrote : 
"  We  cannot  let  the  Prince  of  Prussia  come 
now ;  he  has  enemies  because  he  is 
dreaded."  The  Prince,  however,  was 
already  in  London,  where  he  had  sought 
shelter  in  the  house  of  the  Prussian 
Ambassador.  Madame  Bunsen  thus  de- 
scribes a  breakfast  scene  :  "  Frances  had 
fetched  an  arm-chair  and  placed  it  in  the 
centre  of  one  side  of  the  table  ;  but  the 
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Prince  put  it  away  himself  and  took 
another,  saying,  *  One  ought  to  be  humble 
now,  for  thrones  are  shaking.'  Then  I 
sat  on  one  side  of  him,  and  he  desired 
Frances  to  take  her  place  on  the  other. 
He  related  everything  that  came  to  his 
knowledge  of  the  late  awful  transactions." 
She  tells  us  that  on  leaving,  two  months 
after,  the  Prince  on  parting  said  :  "  In  no 
other  place  or  country  could  I  have  passed 
so  well  the  period  of  distress  and  anxiety 
which  I  have  gone  through  as  here,  having 
so  much  to  interest  and  occupy  my  mind 
both  in  the  country  and  in  the  nation." 

In  a  letter  to  Prince  Frederick  in  1855, 
the  Prince  Consort  wrote  :  "  The  state  of 
Prussia,  as  you  describe  it,  is  most  critical, 
and  designs  such  as  those  contemplated  by 
the  reactionists,  prosecuted  by  such  means 
as  are  at  this  moment  practised  in  regard 
to  the  elections,  may  result  in  extreme 
danger  to  the  monarchy.  For  if  the  world 
be  overruled  by  a  God,  as  I  believe  it  is, 
vile  and  wicked  actions  must  bear  evil 
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fruits,  which  frequently  do  not  show  them- 
selves at  once,  but  long  years  afterwards, 
as  the  Bible  tells  us  in  the  words>  '  The 
sins  of  the  fathers  are  visited  on  the 
children,  to  the  third  and  fourth  genera- 
tion.' This  being  so,  I  ask  myself  what 
the  duties  of  those  who  are  to  come  after 
are  in  reference  to  the  sowing  of  such 
dragon's  teeth.  And  I  am  constrained  to 
answer  to  myself,  that  they  are  enjoined 
by  morality,  conscience,  and  patriotism  not 
to  stand  aloof  as  indifferent  spectators  of 
the  destruction  of  a  Constitution  that  has 
been  sworn  to." 

King  Frederick  William  IV  was  stricken 
with  paralysis  and  partial  insanity  in  1857, 
whereupon  his  brother  William  ruled  in  his 
stead.  After  being  Regent  for  a  few  years 
he  took  up  the  kingly  title  and  crowned 
himself  William  I . 

With  the  aid  of  Bismarck,  William  suc- 
ceeded in  carrying  out  his  idea  of  making 
the  Prussian  Army  the  Prussian  nation  in 
arms.  An  excuse  for  war  was  soon  found, 
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Austria  and  Prussia  joining  together  for  an 
attack  on  Schleswig-Holstein,  which  ended 
in  the  Duchies  being  handed  over  by  Den- 
mark. Two  years  later  the  monarchs 
quarrelled  over  the  division  of  the  spoil, 
Prussia  being  determined  to  secure  the 
harbour  of  Kiel.  Austria  was  defeated 
after  a  seven  weeks'  war,  leaving  Prussia 
master  of  five  new  provinces.  Prince 
William  Victor  Albert  (the  present  Kaiser) 
was  in  his  eighth  year  when,  following  the 
Roman  custom,  the  victorious  army  made 
its  triumphal  entry  into  Berlin.  On  this 
occasion,  an  English  historian  says,  "  the 
lamentations  of  the  maimed  and  the 
wailings  of  the  widows  and  orphan 
children  were  drowned  in  the  clash  of 
military  bands  and  the  applause  of  the 
crowd." 

It  was  while  fighting  in  Austria  that 
the  Crown  Prince,  Frederick,  received 
news  of  the  death  of  his  third  son,  Sigis- 
mund,  who  died  from  meningitis  when  two 
years  old.  The  Prince  wrote  in  his  private 
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journal :  "  Ah  !  victories  cannot  compensate 
us  for  the  loss  of  a  child— just  the  contrary 
—in  the  midst  of  great  events,  and  the 
greater  these  events,  the  more  sharply  does 
such  a  piercing  grief  wound  a  father's 
heart." 

On  the  declaration  of  war  by  Napoleon 
III,  King  William,  although  seventy-three 
years  of  age,  took  the  command  of  the 
whole  German  Army,  and  remained  with 
headquarters  until  the  close  of  the  cam- 
paign. From  Versailles  on  January  22, 
1871,  the  following  order  of  the  day  was 
addressed  to  the  Army,  in  reference  to  his 
acceptance  of  the  Imperial  dignity  :— 

"  With  this  day,  memorable  for  me  and 
my  House,  I  take,  with  the  consent  of  the 
German  princes,  and  the  adhesion  of  all 
the  German  people,  in  addition  to  my  rank 
of  King  of  Prussia,  that  of  German 
Emperor.  Your  bravery  and  endurance, 
which  I  again  recognize  to  the  fullest 
extent,  have  hastened  the  work  of  the 
unification  of  Germany— a  result  which  you 
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have  achieved  by  the  expenditure  of  blood 
and  lives.  Let  it  always  be  remembered 
that  the  feeling  of  mutual  friendship, 
bravery,  and  obedience  rendered  the  Army 
great  and  victorious.  Maintain  this  feel- 
ing :  then  will  the  Fatherland  always  re- 
gard you  with  pride  as  to-day,  and  you 
will  always  remain  its  strong  arm." 

Bismarck  was  content  to  let  it  be 
believed  that  he  had  brought  about  the 
fulfilment  of  this  Imperial  idea,  but 
weighty  authorities  ascribe  it  to  the  Crown 
Prince  Frederick.  Freytag,  a  trusted  cor- 
respondent attached  to  the  Prince's  head- 
quarters throughout  the  war,  made  many 
revelations.  He  says  :  "  The  traditional 
conception  of  rank  and  position  dwelt  in- 
eradicably  in  the  Prince's  soul ;  when  he 
had  occasion  to  remember  his  own  claims  he 
stood  more  vehemently  on  his  dignity  than 
others  of  his  class—the  idea  of  the  German 
Empire  grew  out  of  his  princely  pride." 
All  through  the  campaign  his  head  was 
full  of  it.  He  busied  his  mind  with  ques- 
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tions  of  titles,  precedence,  etc.,  to  grow  out 
of  the  new  creation.  One  afternoon- 
August  i  ith— he  strolled  on  the  hillside 
with  Freytag  for  a  talk.  He  had  put  on  his 
general's  cloak  so  that  it  fell  around  his 
tall  figure  like  a  king's  mantle,  and  had 
thrown  around  his  neck  the  gold  chain  of 
the  Hohenzollern  Order,  which  he  was  not 
wont  to  wear  in  the  quiet  of  the  camp— and 
paced  elated  along  the  village  green. 
Filled  with  the  importance  which  the 
Emperor  idea  had  for  him,  he  evidently 
adapted  his  external  appearance  to  the 
conversation.  During  this  talk  he  asked 
what  the  new  title  of  the  King  of  Prussia 
should  be,  and  the  anti -imperialist  Freytag 
suggested  "  Duke  of  Germany."  Then 
"  the  Crown  Prince  broke  out  with  em- 
phasis, his  eyes  flashing  :  '  No  !  he  must 
be  Emperor  !  '  " 

Freemasons  and  their  wives  will  be  in- 
terested in  a  little  lecture  sent  by  the  Prince 
Consort  to  his  daughter  in  1859.     It  sug- 
gests that  the  Crown  Prince  was  a  member 
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of  the  Order,  for  the  wife  had  been  com- 
plaining.    Her  father  says  :— 

"  I  will  get  Alice  to  read  to  me  the 
article  about  Freemasons.  It  is  not  likely 
to  contain  the  whole  secret.  The  circum- 
stances which  provoked  you  only  into  find- 
ing fault  with  the  Order,  viz.  that  husbands 
dare  not  communicate  the  secret  of  it  to 
their  wives,  is  just  one  of  its  best  features. 
If  to  be  able  to  be  silent  is  one  of  the  chief 
virtues  of  the  husband,  then  the  test, 
which  puts  him  in  opposition  to  that 
being  towards  whom  he  constantly  shows 
the  greatest  weakness,  is  the  hardest  of 
all,  and  therefore  the  most  compendious 
of  virtues,  and  the  wife  should  not  only 
rejoice  to  see  him  capable  of  withstanding 
such  a  test,  but  should  take  occasion  out 
of  it  to  vie  with  him  in  virtue,  by  taming 
the  inborn  curiosity  which  she  inherits  from 
Mother  Eve.  If  the  subject  of  the  secret, 
moreover,  be  nothing  more  important  than 
an  apron,  then  every  chance  is  given  to 
virtue  on  both  sides,  without  disturbing 
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the  confidence  of  marriage,  which  ought 
to  be  complete." 

This  war  [it  may  be  interjected]  has 
once  more  afforded  proof,  by  the  saving  of 
numerous  lives,  that  the  pledge  of  a  Free- 
mason is  more  binding  than  the  plighted 
word  of  an  emperor.1 

A  Socialist  fired  two  charges  of  buck- 
shot at  the  old  Emperor  in  1878,  laying 
him  on  a  sick-bed  for  six  months.  As  a 
consequence  the  Crown  Prince  Frederick 
was  made  Regent.  William  recovered  and 
lived  on  to  celebrate,  amid  much  rejoicing, 
his  ninetieth  birthday  in  1887. 

Then,  without  warning,  the  pomp  and 

1  During  the  sack  of  Louvain  fifty  of  the  in- 
habitants were  seized  and  condemned  to  be  shot. 
When  the  order  was  about  to  be  obeyed  one  of  the 
victims  gave  a  Masonic  sign  ;  whereupon  the  German 
officer  in  command  told  the  brother  to  go  away. 
"  No,"  was  the  reply,  "  my  fellow-citizens  are1  no 
more  guilty  than  I  am.  If  you  are  going  to  kill 
them  I  shall  not  go  away."  Touched  by  this  act 
of  devotion,  the  officer  ordered  the  release  of  the 
fifty  men. 
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glory  of  Court  life  was  overshadowed  by 
the  Angel  of  Doom.  The  Crown  Prince 
Frederick  was  stricken  with  an  affection 
of  the  throat.  Doctors— German  and 
English— differed  fiercely  as  to  whether  the 
symptoms  were  malignant  or  not,  but  the 
worst  was  feared.  Early  in  1 888  it  seemed 
to  be  a  race  with  death  on  the  part  of 
the  aged  Emperor  and  his  son.  Prince 
William  was  brought  into  greater  promi- 
nence and  became  the  "  observed  of  all 
observers."  The  old  ruler,  who  with  the 
aid  of  Bismarck  had  revived  the  Germanic 
Empire,  passed  away  on  the  9th  of  March, 
and  his  dying  son  was  proclaimed  Emperor 
in  his  stead.  Frederick's  address  con- 
tained these  pathetic  words  :  •"  Careless  of 
the  splendour  of  glorious  achievements,  I 
shall  be  content  if  it  can  hereafter  be  said 
of  my  government  that  it  has  been  bene- 
ficial to  my  people,  useful  to  my  country, 
and  a  blessing  to  the  Empire." 

The  period  of  Frederick's  illness,  brief 
though  it  was,  was  overshadowed  by  well- 
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nigh  everything  that  could  increase  his 
sufferings.  Doctors  were  battling  to  keep 
life  in  him  long  enough  for  his  accession  ; 
his  son,  leagued  with  all  his  foes,  acting  in 
opposition  to  every  wish.  With  a  most 
reckless  indifference  to  suffering,  he  could 
hardly  wait  till  the  breath  was  out  of  his 
father's  body  before  grasping  the  reins  of 
power.  "  It  was  difficult,"  said  Mr. 
Bigelow,  "  to  realize  that  such  a  man  as 
William  could  be  the  son  of  Frederick  III 
and  the  Empress  Victoria,  and  grandson 
of  our  Queen  Victoria  and  the  Prince 
Consort." 

Small  wonder  that,  speaking  at  the 
graveside,  the  Prince  of  Wales  remarked  : 
"  If  the  old  Emperor  showed  us  how  to 
live,  Frederick  has  taught  us  how  to  die." 

Let  it  be  kept  in  remembrance  that 
William  I,  who  renewed 'the  Hohenzollern 
claim  to  rule  by  Divine  Right,  was  born 
in  1797,  and  married  the  Princess  Augusta 
of  Weimer  in  1819.  He  succeeded  his 
brother  Frederick  William  IV  (who  died 
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childless)  in  1861,  reigning  until  1888. 
•His  death,  followed  closely  after  by  that 
of  his  son  Frederick  III  (born  in  1831), 
placed  the  present  Kaiser,  William  II,  on 
the  throne  of  the  Hohenzollerns  twenty-six 
years  ago. 
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CHARTER    IV 
EARLY    WARLIKE    SPEECHES 

Titles  of  the  Kaiser — Alarming  address  to  the  Army 
— Changes  in  Navy — Large  sums  demanded 
for  shipbuilding — Improved  conditions  of  the 
working  classes — International  Conference  in 
Prince  Bismarck's  palace — British  Factory  Acts 
closely  followed — Address  to  Diet  of  Branden- 
burg— Speech  at  Dusseldorf — In  favour  of  peace 
— Address  to  recruits  at  Potsdam — Genial  reply 
to  toast  of  the  Kaiserm. 

ON  the  death  of  his  grandfather  and  father, 
Prince  William  was  proclaimed  German 
Emperor  and  King  of  Prussia,  Margrave  of 
Brandenburg  and  the  two  Lausitzes ; 
Grand  Duke  of  Lower  Rhineland  and 
Posen ;  Duke  of  Silesia,  Glatz,  Saxony, 
Westphalia,  Engern,  Pomerania,  Luneburg, 
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Schleswig-Holstein,  Magdeburg,  Bremen, 
Geldern,  Cleve,  Juliers  and  Berg,  Crossen, 
Lauenburg,  Mecklenburg,  of  the  Wends 
and  of  the  Cassubes  ;  Landgrave  of  Hesse 
and  Thuringia  ;  Prince  of  Orange  ;  Count- 
Prince  of  Henneburg  ;  Count  of  the  Mark, 
of  Ravensburg,  of  Hohenstein,  of  Lingen 
and  Tecklenburg,  of  Mansfield,  Sig- 
maringen,  Veringen,  and  of  Hohenzollern  ; 
Burgrave  of  Nuremburg ;  Seigneur  of 
Frankfurt,  Riigen,  East  Friesland,  Pader- 
born,  Pyrmont,  Halberstadt,  Miinster, 
Minden,  Osnabruck,  Hildesheim,  Verden, 
Kammin,  Fulda,  Nassau,  and  Moers. 

The  young  Kaiser's  first  and  immediate 
act  was  to  send  an  alarming  address  to  the 
Army  :— 

"  While  the  Army  has  only  just  discarded 
the  outward  signs  of  mourning  for  its 
Emperor  and  King  William  I,  my  deeply 
revered  grandfather,  whose  memory  will 
ever  live  in  all  hearts,  it  has  suffered  a 
fresh  and  heavy  blow  by  the  death,  at  five 
minutes  past  eleven  this  morning,  of  my 
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dear  and  warmly  loved  father,  his  Majesty 
the  Emperor  and  King  Frederick  III.  This 
is,  indeed,  a  serious  and  sorrowful  time,  in 
which  God's  decree  places  me  at  the  head 
of  the  Army,  and  it  is  from  a  deeply 
moved  heart  that  I  address  the  first  word 
to  my  Army.  But  the  confidence,  with 
which  I  step  into  the  place  to  which  God's 
will  calls  me  is  immovably  strong  ;  for  I 
know  what  a  sense  of  honour  and  duty  my 
glorious  ancestors  have  implanted  in  the 
Army,  and  I  know  in  how  great  a  measure 
this  feeling  has  always  and  at  all  times 
been  manifested  in  the  Army.  .Firm  and 
inviolable  attachment  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  is  the  inheritance  which  is  handed 
down  from  father  to  son,  and  from  genera- 
tion to  generation,  and  in  the  same  way  I 
refer  you  to  my  grandfather,  who  stands 
fresh  in  all  your  memories  as  the  personi- 
fication of  the  glorious  and  venerable 
Commander-in -Chief  such  as  could  not  be 
more  finely  conceived.  I  refer  you  to  my 
beloved  father,  who  as  Crown  Prince 
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already  won  a  place  of  honour  in  the 
annals  of  the  Army,  and  to  a  long  line 
of  glorious  ancestors  whose  names  shine 
brightly  in  history,  and  whose  hearts  beat 
warmly  for  the  Army.  Thus  we  belong  to 
each  other  and  the  Army.  Thus  we  are 
born  for  one  another,  and  thus  we  will 
stand  together  in  an  indissoluble  bond  in 
peace  or  storm,  as  God  may  will  it.  You 
will  now  take  to  me  the  oath  of  fidelity 
and  obedience,  and  I  swear  ever  to  remem- 
ber that  the  eyes  of  my  ancestors  look 
down  upon  me  from  the  other  world,  and 
that  I  shall  one  day  have  to  render  an 
account  to  them  of  the  glory  and  honour 
of  the  Army.'*  4, 

The  warlike  tone  caused  much  excite- 
ment, which  was  only  partially  calmed 
down  when  a  few  days  later  the  following 
was  addressed  "  To  My  People  "  : — 

"  God's  decree  has  once  more  plunged 
us  into  the  most  poignant  sorrow.  The 
tomb  has  scarcely  closed  over  the  mortal 
remains  of  my  never-to-be-forgotten 
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grandfather,  when  his  Majesty,  my  warmly 
loved  father,  has  also  been  called  from  this 
life  into  everlasting  peace.  The  heroic 
energy,  prompted  by  Christian  self-sacri- 
fice, with  which,  despite  his  sufferings,  he 
knew  how  to  fulfil  his  kingly  duties  seemed 
to  justify  the  hope  that  he  would  be  pre- 
served to  the  Fatherland  still  longer.  God 
has  willed  differently.  The  Royal  sufferer, 
whose  heart  beat  responsively  to  all  that 
was  great  and  beautiful,  only  had  a  few 
months  granted  to  him  to  display  on  the 
throne  also  the  noble  qualities  of  mind  and 
heart  which  have  won  for  him  the  love  of 
his  people.  The  virtues  which  adorned 
him,  the  victories  which  he  achieved  on 
the  battlefield,  will  remain  in  grateful  re- 
membrance as  long  as  German  hearts  shall 
beat,  and  imperishable  glory  will  illumine 
his  chivalrous  figure  in  the  history  of  the 
Fatherland.  Called  to  the  throne  of  my 
fathers,  I  have  assumed  the  government, 
looking  up  to  the  King  of  kings,  and  have 
vowed  to  God  that,  after  the  example  of 
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my  fathers,  I  will  be  a  just  and  clement 
Prince  to  my  people,  that  I  will  foster  piety, 
and  the  fear  of  God,  and  that  I  will  protect 
peace,  promote  the  welfare  of  the  country, 
be  a  helper  to  the  poor  and  distressed,  and 
a  true  guardian  of  the  right.  In  praying 
God  for  strength  to  fulfil  these  kingly 
duties,  which  His  will  imposes  upon  me,  I 
am  supported  by  the  confidence  in  the 
Prussian  people  which  a  glance  at  our  past 
history  gives  me.  In  good  and  in  evil 
days  the  Prussian  people  have  always  stood 
faithfully  by  their  King.  Upon  this  fidelity, 
which  my  fathers  have  found  to  be  an  in- 
dissoluble bond  in  all  times  of  difficulty 
and  danger,  I,  too,  count  with  the  con- 
sciousness of  returning  it  from  the  bottom 
of  my  heart,  as  the  faithful  Prince  of  a 
faithful  people,  both  equally  strong  in 
devotion  to  their  common  Fatherland. 
From  this  consciousness  of  the  reciprocated 
love  which  unites  me  with  my  people  I 
derive  the  confidence  that  God  will  vouch- 
safe to  me  strength  and  wisdom  to  exercise 
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my  kingly  office  for  the  welfare  of  the 
Fatherland." 

At  the  opening  of  the  Reichstag,  where 
the  young  Emperor  appeared  helmeted  and 
wearing  the  crimson  mantle  of  the  Black 
Eagle,  he  said  :— 

"  I  greet  you  with  deep  sorrow  in  my 
heart,  and  I  know  that  you  mourn  with 
me.  ...  I  pray  to  God  to  give  me 
strength  to  fulfil  the  high  duties  to  which 
His  will  has  called  me.  ...  The  most 
important  duties  of  the  German  Emperor 
lie  in  the  domain  of  assuring  the  military 
and  political  safety  of  the  Empire  abroad 
and  in  watching  over  the  execution  of  the 
Imperial  laws  at  home." 

The  Kaiser  announced  his  intention 
to  greatly  change  the  administration  of 
the  Navy.  He  became  the  supreme 
director,  and  demanded  a  large  sum  for 
building  more  ships. 

A  scheme  for  securing  to  workmen  in- 
surance in  sickness  and  pensions  in  old 
age  (projected  by  the  Emperor  William  I 
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in  1 8  8 1 )  was  completed  in  the  first  year 
of  the  young  Kaiser's  reign.  Soon  after 
he  announced  to  Prince  Bismarck  that  he 
proposed  to  refer  questions  at  issue  be- 
tween capital  and  labour  to  an  Inter- 
national Conference.  In  his  view  the 
extent  and  limits  of  the  employment  of 
children,  the  position  of  women  in  the 
households  of  workmen,  and  other  matters 
affecting  the  working  classes  were  all  sus- 
ceptible of  better  regulation.  "  If,"  said 
the  Emperor  to  the  Council  of  State, 
41  you  succeed  in  satisfying  the  just 
interests  of  the  labouring  population,  your 
work  may  be  sure  of  my  kingly  thanks 
and  of  the  gratitude  of  the  nation." 

Several  conferences  of  Germans  led  to 
an  international  gathering  in  Prince  Bis- 
marck's palace.  The  British  plenipoten- 
tiaries were  Sir  John  Gorst,  M.P.,  Mr. 
C.  S.  Scott,  C.B.,  Minister  of  Berne,  Sir 
William  Houldsworth,  M.P.,  Bertwhistle 
Whymper,  with  J.  Burnett,  labour  corre- 
spondents to  the  Board  of  Trade.  The 
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conclusions  arrived  at  followed  closely 
upon  the  lines  of  the  British  Factory 
Acts. 

From  the  time  of  his  accession  the 
Kaiser  displayed  a  marked  fondness  for 
travel.  While  talking  at  frequent  intervals 
of  peace  he  pushed  forward  a  Bill  for  the 
extension  of  the  German  Army  and  sent 
out  a  military  expedition  to  East  Africa. 
Any  sign  of  opposition  was  sharply  re- 
sented. In  an  address  to  the  Diet  of  Bran- 
denburg the  Kaiser  said  : — 

"  I  am  very  well  acquainted  with 
attempts  of  the  present  time  to  disquiet 
men's  minds.  The  spirit  of  disobedience 
is  creeping  through  the  land,  clothed  in  a 
bright  and  seductive  garment.  It  is  trying 
to  confuse  the  minds  of  my  people  and  of 
the  men  devoted  to  me.  ...  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  men  of  Brandenburg  will 
hesitate  to  follow  me  on  the  paths  I 
tread.  You  know  that  I  regard  my  whole 
position  and  my  task  as  given  me  by 
Heaven,  that  I  am  called  in  the  name  of 
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a  higher  Beimg,  to  whom  I  must  one  day 
give  account.  I  can  therefore  assure  you 
that  no  evening  and  no  morning  passes 
without  a  prayer  for  my  people,  or, 
especially,  without  a  thought  of  my 
Mark  of  Brandenburg.  Well,  Branden- 
burgers,  your  Margrave  is  speaking  to 
you  !  Follow  him  through  thick  and  thin 
in  all  ways  on  which  he  shall  lead  you." 

At  a  banquet  at  Dusseldorf  he  made  the 
following  remarks  on  his  home  and  foreign 
policy  : — 

'  The  Prince  of  Wied  was  kind  enough 
to  allude  to  my  labours  for  the  welfare  of 
the  Empire.  That  is  a  duty  attendant 
upon  my  position,  and  I  shall  rejoice  if, 
by  the  aid  of  Heaven,  I  am  enabled  to 
govern  my  country  in  the  future,  as  in 
the  past,  in  peace.  Could  I  but  hold  the 
peace  of  Europe  in  my  hand  I  would  at 
least  take  care  that  it  should  not  be 
broken.  At  any  rate,  I  shall  do  all  that 
in  me  lies  to  see  that  the  blessings  of 
peace  are  preserved  to  us.  .  .  .  There  is 
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only  one  master  in  this  country  and  I  am 
he.  I  shall  suffer  no  other  beside  me." 

Duelling  was  approved,  and  in  an 
address  to  some  recruits  at  Potsdam,  on 
their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  he 
made  more  startling  claims  by  saying  : — 

"  Recruits,  you  have  in  the  presence  of 
the  consecrated  servants  of  God  and  before 
the  altar  sworn  fealty  to  me.  You  are 
still  too  young  to  understand  the  meaning 
of  the  words  which  you  have  just  spoken, 
but  be  diligent  in  following  the  directions 
and  the  teaching  you  will  receive.  You 
have,  my  children,  sworn  fealty  to  me, 
which  means  that  you  have  given  your- 
selves to  me  body  and  souj.  There  exists 
for  you  only  one  enemy,  and  that  is  my 
enemy.  With  the  present  Socialist  agita- 
tion it  may  possibly  happen  that  I  may 
have  to  order  you,  which  God  forbid,  to 
shoot  down  your  own  relatives,  your 
brothers,  and  even  your  parents,  but  if 
I  do  so  you  must  obey  without  murmur." 

In  contrast  to  this  outburst  of  the  War 
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Lord  may  be  set  the  prettiest  speech  of 
his  life.  It  was  made  during  the  com- 
bined naval  and  military  manoeuvres  of 
1890,  at  which  the  United  States  was 
represented  by  Commander  Ward  and 
Great  Britain  by  Admiral  Hornby.  The 
Emperor,  answering  the  toast  of  his  wife 
in  the  province  where  she  was  born, 
said  : — 

*'  I  desire  to  express  to  you,  my  dearest 
Sir,  the  gratitude  felt  by  the  Empress  and 
myself  for  the  kind  words  we  have  just 
heard  ;  at  the  same  time  our  thanks  for  the 
reception  which  the  province  has  prepared 
for  us .  This  day  was,  however,  not  needed 
in  order  to  assure  us  of  the  warm  friend- 
ship we  have  found  here.  The  bond  that 
unites  me  to  this  province,  and  chains  me 
to  her  in  a  manner  different  from  all  others 
of  my  Empire,  is  the  jewel  that  sparkles 
at  my  side,  her  Majesty  the  Empress. 
Sprung  from  this  soil,  the  type  of  the 
various  virtues  of  a  German  princess,  it 
is  to  her  that  I  owe  it  if  I  am  able  to  meet 
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the  severe  labours  of  my  office  with  a 
happy  spirit  and  make  head  against  them." 
A  listener,  in  recording  this  incident, 
observed  that  no  one  was  more  surprised 
than  the  Empress,  whose  face  beamed  with 
happiness  at  the  compliment  she  so 
publicly  received. 
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CHAPTER    V 
VISITS    TO    ENGLAND 

Waldersee  conclave  with  three  Empresses — Why 
not  be  foremost  man  in  Prussia  ? — Bismarck's 
domination  threatened — Kaiser  meets  the  Czar 
— Visit  to  England — Received  at  Osborne  by 
Queen  Victoria — Honorary  Admiral  of  the  Fleet 
— Lord  Salisbury's  speech  at  the  Mansion  House 
— Official  visit  to  England — Luncheon  at  the 
Guildhall — Speech  for  maintenance  of  peace — 
With  British  fleet  at  Malta— Officers'  objections 
— Kaiser's  dissimulation  over  Bismarck's  resig- 
nation. 

AMONG  the  social  events  which  had  a 
marked  influence  on  the  Kaiser's  actions 
in  the  early  period  of  his  reign  was  one 
arising  out  of  the  marriage  of  a  beautiful 
young  American  woman  to  an  elderly 
prince  of  the  Schleswig-Holstein  family. 
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The  prince  died  within  a  twelvemonth,  and 
nine  years  later  his  widow  was  married  to 
Count  Waldersee.  As  Quartermaster- 
General  the  Count  was  well  known  to 
the  Emperor,  and  a  closer  connection  with 
the  Court  was  established  by  the  fact  that 
the  Countess,  by  her  first  marriage,  was 
aunt  to  the  Empress.  The  home  of  the 
Waldersees  became  the  centre  of  the  most 
influential  opponents  of  Bismarck.  Here 
the  young  Empress  and  her  widowed 
mother-in-law,  the  Empress  Frederick, 
joined  hands  with  the  Countess,  with  the 
blessing  of  the  aged  Empress  Augusta, 
who  all  her  life  long  had  hated  Bismarck, 
resting  upon  their  work.  The  old  states- 
man had  been  supreme  for  so  long  that 
he  failed  to  recognize  the  danger  of  this 
new  genuine  attack.  In  his  long  cam- 
paign against  the  Empress  Augusta  he  was 
supported  by  old  William  ;  it  was  with  the 
sanction  of  young  William  that  the  warfare 
upon  the  Empress  Frederick  was  con- 
tinued. The  tables  were  turned  when  the 
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Waldersee  conclave  whispered  in  the 
Kaiser's  ear,  "  Why  not  be  foremost  man 
in  Prussia  yourself?  " 

Instead  of  smoothing  over  the  difficul- 
ties that  were  known  to  exist  between 
Germany  and  Russia,  the  Kaiser's  visit  to 
the  Czar  led  to  increased  friction.  The 
immediate  effect  of  this  was  to  bring 
England  to  mind.  The  Emperor  sent 
word  that  if  convenient  he  would  visit  his 
grandmother  the  Queen  at  the  beginning 
of  August  1889.  An  assurance  of  hearty 
welcome  was  as  promptly  returned.  While 
the  old  Chancellor  sulked  in  Berlin  the 
Kaiser  steamed  at  the  head  of  his  splendid 
new  squadron  into  Portsmouth  Harbour. 
Before  Cowes  he  saw  the  greatest  collec- 
tion of  fighting  ships  that  had  ever  been 
gathered  together. 

The  first  visit  was  more  of  a  personal 
than  public  event.  Queen  Victoria,  sur- 
rounded by  her  chief  officers  of  State,  re- 
ceived her  grandson  at  the  foot  of  the 
steps  leading  to  the  royal  entrance  of 
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Osborne  House.  Kissing  him  on  each 
cheek  in  German  fashion,  she  gave  him 
a  cordial  welcome,  and  subsequently 
appointed  him  an  honorary  Admiral  in  her 
Majesty's  Fleet.  In  return  the  Kaiser 
made  his  grandmother  a  Colonel  of 
Hussars.  After  a  dinner  following  the 
great  naval  gathering  at  Spithead,  the 
Emperor  said  he  was  much  gratified  at 
having  witnessed  the  review  of  the  fleet, 
which  he  considered  the  finest  in  the 
world.  Germany  had  an  army  equal  to 
her  wants,  and  if  the  British  nation  had 
a  fleet  equal  to  its  requirements  it  would 
be  regarded  by  Europe  generally  as  a  most 
important  factor  for  the  maintenance  of 
peace . 

From  the  commencement  of  his  reign 
statesmen  of  the  world  watched  the 
Kaiser's  movements  with  growing  appre- 
hension. On  the  very  day  that  he  left 
home  for  this  first  visit  as  Emperor  to 
England  Lord  Salisbury  made  a  notable 
speech  at  the  Mansion  House.  There  were 
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troubles  in  Crete  and  Egypt,  and  his  lord- 
ship (who  must  have  had  some  other 
Power  in  mind)  said  : — 

"  We  are  bound  to  observe  the  engage- 
ments into  which  we  have  entered ;  we 
cannot  dissociate  ourselves  from  the  Euro- 
pean community  to  which  we  belong.  Is 
there  any  real  danger  that  the  rumbling 
thunder-clouds  of  war  may  come  near  to 
Europe  ?  From  amongst  members  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  warning  voices  have 
been  raised  which  seemed  to  admonish  us 
that  such  a  danger  would  come  upon  us, 
and  no  doubt  the  office  of  prophet  is  a 
perilous  one  to  exercise.  We  live  in  a 
state  of  things  to  which  there  is  no 
analogy.  Mankind  has  never  seen  such 
vast  armies  as  are  now  being  assembled. 
Mankind  has  never  seen  such  deadly 
weapons  as  the  sinister  ingenuity  of  science 
has  now  put  into  our  hands,  and  we  cannot 
prophesy  what  the  result  of  these  terrible 
acquisitions  to  our  powers  of  evil,  as  well 
as  our  powers  of  good,  will  provide .  Your 
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lordship  indicated  the  danger  that  might 
come  from  the  caprice  or  greed  of  any 
single  Power.  At  least  let  me  offer  to 
your  consideration,  my  Lord  Mayor  and 
gentlemen,  this  countervailing  thought : 
These  tremendous  armaments,  these  ter- 
rible instruments  of  death,  must  mean  to 
the  eyes  of  any  statesman  who  contem- 
plates the  future  and  has  to  decide  the 
fearful  issue  of  peace  or  war  that  when 
once  two  nations  are  met  in  the  deadly 
grapple  of  modern  war  the  end  must  be 
the  destruction  of  one  of  them.  The  victor 
in  such  a  struggle  will  be  almost  bound, 
when  he  is  victor,  to  take  care  that  never 
again  shall  he  from  the  same  quarter  be 
exposed  to  the  same  great  danger  or  sub- 
ject to  the  same  evils — and  every  states- 
man who  has  to  cast  the  horoscope  of 
the  future,  and  meditating  on  the  conse- 
quences of  his  acts,  knows  what  a  fearful 
stake  it  is  that  he  is  now  casting  on  the 
green  board  of  destiny.  He  knows  that 
if  he  fails  the  nation  that  he  seeks  to 
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defend  will  probably  disappear.  I  cannot 
but  feel  that  that  thought,  which  must  be 
in  the  mind  of  every  responsible  man,  is 
one  of  the  great  securities  of  peace  in  the 
present  day.  The  issue  is  so  fearful  that 
men  will  shrink  from  challenging  it.  Men 
so  placed,  as  they  peer  over  the  fearful 
abyss  to  which  popular  rumour  invites 
them,,  will  shrink  back  appalled  from  the 
terrible  fate  which,  owing  to  modern  arma- 
ments and  strength  and  modern  science, 
awaits  them  should  any  accident  foil  their 
calculations.  And  therefore,  my  lord,  I 
indulge  in  the  hope  and  the  confident 
belief  that  year  after  year — though  from 
time  to  time  the  scare  of  war  may  revive — 
men  will  shrink  from  engaging  in  its 
terrible  realities." 

In  the  summer  of  1891  came  the 
Kaiser's  official  visit  to  England,  when  the 
nation  gave  him  a  truly  historic  welcome. 
All  classes  united  to  do  him  honour.  It 
was  recorded  that  after  kissing  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  he  drew  the  Duke  of  Connaught 
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to  him  and  "  kissed  him  fondly."  At 
Windsor  Castle  he  recalled  the  happy  days 
when  he  roamed  about  its  ancient  precincts 
"  with  more  freedom  and  less  responsi- 
bility." Of  public  functions,  the  luncheon 
at  the  Guildhall  achieved  prominence  by 
reason  of  the  felicitous  reply  to  the  Lord 
Mayor  : — 

"  My  Lord,— Receive  my  most  heart- 
felt thanks  for  the  warm  welcome  from 
the  citizens  of  this  ancient  and  noble 
metropolis.  I  beg  that  your  lordship  will 
kindly  transmit  the  expression  of  my  feel- 
ings to  those  in  whose  name  you  have 
spoken.  I  have  always  felt  at  home  in 
this  lovely  country,  being  the  grandson  of 
a  Queen  whose  name  will  ever  be  remem- 
bered as  a  noble  character  and  a  lady 
great  in  the  wisdom  of  her  counsels — 
whose  reign  has  conferred  lasting  blessings 
on  England.  Moreover,  the  same  blood 
runs  in  English  and  German  veins. 
Following  the  example  of  my  grandfather 
and  my  ever -lamented  father,  I  shall 
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always,  as  far  as  it  is  in  my  power,  main- 
tain the  historical  friendship  between  these 
our  two  nations,  which,  as  your  lordship 
mentioned,  have  so  often  been  side  by  side 
in  defence  of  liberty  and  justice.  I  feel 
encouraged  in  my  task  when  I  see  that 
wise  and  capable  men  such  as  are  gathered 
here  do  justice  to  the  earnestness  and 
honesty  of  my  intentions.  My  aim  is, 
above  all,  the  maintenance  of  peace.  For 
peace  alone  can  give  the  confidence  which 
is  necessary  to  the  healthy  development  of 
science,  art,  and  trade.  Only  as  long  as 
peace  reigns  are  we  at  liberty  to  bestow 
earnest  thought  upon  the  great  problems 
the  solution  of  which  in  fairness  and  equity 
I  consider  the  most  prominent  duty  of  our 
times.  You  may  rest  assured,  therefore, 
that  I  shall  continue  to  do  my  best  to 
maintain  and  constantly  to  increase  the 
good  relations  between  Germany  and  the 
other  nations,  and  that  I  shall  always  be 
found  ready  to  unite  with  you  and  them 
in  a  common  labour  for  peaceful  progress, 
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friendly    intercourse,    and    the    advance- 
ment of  civilization." 

The  commission  of  Admiral  conferred 
upon  the  Kaiser  was,  of  course,  purely 
honorary,  but  he  never  concealed  the  pride 
which  he  felt  in  the  British  uniform  with 
its  deep  gold  cuffs  and  cocked  hat.  When 
making  a  cruise  in  the  Mediterranean  he 
visited  the  Piraeus  to  attend  the  wedding 
of  his  sister.  Sir  Anthony  Hoskins,  then 
only  vice -Admiral,  was  in  command  of  the 
British  fleet  which  had  assembled  in  honour 
of  the  royal  marriage.  The  Kaiser  decided 
that  as  a  British  officer  he  would  exercise 
command,  and  consequently  the  emblem 
of  an  Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  which  consists 
of  the  Union  flag,  was  hoisted  on  the  old 
battleship  Dreadnought.  Sir  A.  Hoskins, 
being  a  junior  officer,  was  forthwith 
relieved  of  the  control  of  the  British 
men-of-war,  and  nominally  the  German 
Emperor  during  the  time  that  his  flag  was 
flown  was  in  command  of  the  greatest  of 
all  the  fighting  squadrons  of  the  British 
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Empire.  Later,  at  Malta,  the  Kaiser  again 
visited  the  British  fleet  and  proceeded  on 
board  a  man-of-war,  forthwith  hoisting  his 
flag.  William  took  such  delight  in  descend- 
ing suddenly  upon  the  squadron  at  unex- 
pected and  unreasonable  hours  and  routing 
everybody  out  for  parade  and  inspection 
that  the  British  officers  at  last  revolted, 
and  preferred  an  informal  complaint  to  the 
British  Minister.  "  This  thing  is  played 
out/'  they  said.  "  If  he  would  merely 
wear  the  uniform  and  let  it  end  with  that 
we  shouldn't  mind.  But  we  didn't  make 
him  Admiral  to  worry  the  lives  out  of  us 
in  this  fashion." 

In  a  speech  afterwards  delivered  on 
board  the  British  battleship  Royal 
Sovereign,  the  Kaiser  said  : — 

"  One  of  the  best  days  of  my  life,  which 
I  shall  never  forget  as  long  as  I  live,  was 
the  day  when  I  inspected  the  Mediter- 
ranean fleet,  when  I  was  on  board  the 
Dreadnought  and  my  flag  was  hoisted  for 

the  first  time." 
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The  manner  of  Bismarck's  dismissal 
shows  that  the  Kaiser  was  a  master  in  the 
art  of  dissimulation.  It  had  been  clearly 
settled  in  palace  counsels  that  the  Prince 
was  to  retire.  And  the  Emperor  had  said, 
"  I  will  give  the  old  man  six  months' 
breathing  time,  then  I  will  govern  myself." 
Yet  in  a  New  Year's  letter,  after  expressing 
deep  satisfaction  at  the  establishment  of 
old  age  and  indigence  assurance,  he  wrote  : 
"  I  know  well  how  large  a  share  of  this 
success  is  due  to  your  self-sacrificing  and 
creative  energy,  and  I  pray  God  that  He 
may  for  many  more  years  grant  me  the 
benefit  of  your  approved  and  trusted 
counsel  in  my  difficult  and  responsible  post 
as  ruler."  A  few  days  later  the  Empress 
Augusta  died,  whereupon  the  Kaiser  again 
wrote,  affectionately  urging  Bismarck  not 
to  risk  his  health  by  trying  to  journey  to 
Berlin  for  the  funeral.  The  beginning  of 
March  saw  the  great  minister  cast  aside. 
The  story  ran  that,  in  a  discussion  with 
the  Kaiser,  he  had  been  indiscreet  enough 
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to  use  his  old  threat  of  resigning.  Nothing 
was  said  at  the  moment,  but  some  hours 
later  an  aide-de-camp  appeared  at  the 
Foreign  Office  with  a  request  for  the  resig- 
nation. Bismarck  sent  an  evasive  reply, 
and  on  a  second  demand  said  he  would 
wait  upon  the  Emperor  next  day.  His 
Majesty  was  not  to  be  seen.  On  a  third 
application  by  the  aide-de-camp  the  Prince 
sent  his  resignation  with  bitter  mortifica- 
tion. 


CHAPTER    VI 
VIEWS  ON   RELIGION 

Speech  on  education — Telegram  to  Kruger — German 
missionaries  murdered  in  China — Farewell  to 
Prince  Henry — His  reply — Kiao  Chau  leased  to 
Germany  for  ninety-nine  years — "  Monotheistic 
cult  of  the  Jews  "—Kaiser's  declaration  at  Con- 
firmation of  two  of  his  sons — Further  explana- 
tion of  his  faith  at  Bremen — Visit  to  Palestine — 
Consecration  of  church  at  Jerusalem — Monu- 
ment unveiled  at  Baalbec — Troops  for  relief  of 
Peking. 

DISCUSSIONS  on  the  Prussian  Education 
Bill  at  one  period  were  very  heated, 
Liberals  of  all  shades  uniting  in  an  ener- 
getic resistance  to  clerical  interference  in 
education.  The  Emperor  was  roused  and 
said  : — 

"  I  regret  it  has  become  the  custom  to 
grumble   at   and   find   fault   with   all   that 
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the  Government  does  ;  for  the  most  trivial 
reasons  men's  minds  are  disturbed  in  this 
way,  and  their  pleasure  in  life,  and  in  the 
life  and  prosperity  of  our  great  German 
Fatherland,  is  embittered.  This  grumbling 
and  cavilling  give  rise  to  the  idea  that 
our  country  is  the  most  unhappy  in  the 
world,  and  the  worst  governed,  and  that 
to  live  in  it  is  to  be  miserable.  That  this 
is  not  the  case  we,  of  course,  all  know  ; 
but  would  it  not  be  better  if  these  dis- 
satisfied grumblers  were  to  shake  the  dust 
of  Germany  off  their  shoes  and  fly  with  all 
possible  speed  from  our  wretched  and  de- 
plorable surroundings?  By  so  doing  they 
would  benefit  themselves  and  do  us  a  great 
favour.  The  assured  knowledge  that  your 
sympathy  loyally  attends  me  in  my  work 
inspires  me  with  fresh  strength  to  perse- 
vere in  my  task  and  to  advance  along  the 
path  marked  out  for  me  by  Heaven.  To 
this  are  added  the  sense  of  responsibility 
to  our  Supreme  Lord  above  and  my  un- 
shakable conviction  that  He,  our  former 
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Ally  at  Rossbach  and  Dennewitz,  will  not 
leave  me  in  the  lurch.  He  has  taken  such 
infinite  pains  with  our  ancient  Branden- 
burg and  our  House  that  we  cannot 
suppose  He  has  done  this  for  no  purpose. 
No  ;  on  the  contrary,  men  of  Branden- 
burg, we  have  a  great  future  before  us, 
and  I  am  leading  you  towards  days  of 
glory.  Do  not  let  your  trust  in  the  future 
be  weakened,  or  your  delight  in  co- 
operating with  me  be  dashed  by  complaint 
and  the  dissatisfied  chatter  of  parties. 
Watchwords  alone  are  not  enough,  and  to 
this  incessant  cavilling  at  the  new  policy 
and  the  men  who  are  carrying  it  out  I 
return  the  firm  and  unqualified  reply  :  *  My 
course  is  the  right  one,  and  it  will  be 
persevered  in.'  ' 

At  the  beginning  of  1896  came  the 
sensation  of  the  Kaiser's  telegram  to  Presi- 
dent Kruger  on  the  failure  of  the  Jameson 
raid  in  the  Transvaal.  It  ran  thus  :— 

"  I  express  my  sincere  congratulations 
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that,  supported  by  your  people,  and  with- 
out appealing  for  the  help  of  friendly 
Powers,  you  have  succeeded  by  your  own 
energetic  action  against  armed  bands 
which  invaded  your  country  as  disturbers 
of  the  peace,  and  have  thus  been  enabled 
to  restore  peace,  and  safeguard  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  country  against  attacks 
from  outside. — WILLIAM." 

No  little  diplomacy  was  needed  to  allay 
the  strong  feeling  in  England  created  by 
this  interference  in  South  African  affairs. 

China  next  attracted  attention.  Two 
German  missionaries  had  been  murdered, 
and  in  addition  to  an  indemnity  the  Kaiser 
claimed  some  portion  of  Chinese  territory. 
At  a  dinner  given  prior  to  the  fleet  being 
sent  out  the  Kaiser,  in  proposing  his 
brother's  health,  said  :— 

"  As  a  sign  of  Imperial  and  of  naval 
power,  the  squadron,  strengthened  by  your 
division,  will  now  have  to  act  in  close  inter- 
course and  good  friendship  with  all  the 
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comrades  of  the  foreign  fleets  out  there, 
for  the  protection  of  our  home  interests 
against  everybody  who  tries  to  injure  Ger- 
many. That  is  your  vocation  and  task. 
May  it  be  clear  to  every  European  out 
there,  to  the  German  merchant,  and,  above 
all,  to  the  foreigner  whose  soil  we  may 
be  on,  and  with  whom  we  shall  have  to 
deal,  that  the  German  Michael  has  planted 
his  shield,  adorned  with  the  eagle  of  the 
Empire,  firmly  on  that  soil,  in  order,  once 
for  all,  to  afford  protection  to  those  who 
apply  to  him  for  it.  May  our  country- 
men abroad,  whether  priests  or  merchants, 
or  of  any  other  calling,  be  firmly  con- 
vinced that  the  protection  of  the  German 
Empire,  as  represented  by  the  Imperial 
ships,  will  be  constantly  afforded  them. 
Should,  however,  any  one  attempt  to 
affront  us,  or  to  infringe  our  good  rights, 
then  strike  out  with  the  mailed  fist,  and 
if  God  will,  weave  round  your  young  brow 
the  laurel  which  nobody  in  the  whole 
German  Empire  will  begrudge  you." 
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Prince  Henry's  reply  was  even  more 
thrilling  : — 

"  Most  Serene  Emperor,  most  power- 
ful King  and  Lord,  illustrious  brother, — 
As  children  we  grew  up  together.  Later 
on  it  was  granted  to  us  as  men  to  look 
into  each  other's  eyes  and  stand  faithfully 
on  each  other's  side.  To  your  Majesty 
the  Imperial  crown  has  come  with  thorns. 
I  have  striven  in  my  restricted  sphere  and 
with  my  scanty  strength,  as  man,  soldier, 
and  citizen,  to  help  your  Majesty.  We 
have  reached  a  great  epoch,  an  important 
epoch  for  the  nation — an  important  epoch 
for  your  Majesty  and  the  Navy.  Your 
Majesty  has  made  a  great  sacrifice,  and 
has  shown  great  favour  to  myself  in  en- 
trusting this  command  to  me.  I  thank 
your  Majesty  from  the  bottom  of  a  loyal, 
brotherly,  and  humble  heart.  I  well  under- 
stand your  Majesty's  feelings.  I  know 
what  a  heavy  sacrifice  you  made  in  giving 
me  so  fine  a  command.  It  is  for  this 
reason,  your  Majesty,  that  I  am  so  much 
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moved  and  that  I  so  sincerely  thank  you. 
I  am  further  deeply  indebted  for  the  con- 
fidence which  your  Majesty  reposes  in  my 
weak  person,  and  I  can  assure  your 
Majesty  of  this  :  I  am  not  allured  by  hopes 
of  winning  glory  or  laurels,  I  am  only 
animated  by  one  desire — to  proclaim  and 
preach  to  all  who  will  hear,  as  well  as 
those  who  will  not,  the  gospel  of  your 
Majesty's  anointed  person.  This  I  will 
have  inscribed  on  my  banner,  and  will  bear 
it  wherever  I  go.  These  sentiments  with 
which  I  set  out  are  shared  by  my  com- 
rades. I  raise  my  glass  and  call  upon 
those  who  with  me  enjoy  the  happy  privi- 
lege of  being  permitted  to  go  forth,  to 
remember  this  day,  to  impress  the  person 
of  the  Emperor  on  their  minds,  and 
to  let  the  cry  resound  far  out  into  the 
world  —  Our  Most  Serene,  Mighty, 
Beloved  Emperor,  King  and  Master, 
for  ever  and  ever.  'Hurrah!  Hurrah! 
Hurrah  !  " 

This  expedition  resulted  in  Kiao  Chau 
81  F 


The  Kaiser  under  the  Searchlight 

being  leased  to  Germany  for  ninety -nine 
years.  The  Chinese  agreed  to  the  build- 
ing of  three  churches  and  seven  mission- 
houses  at  a  cost  of  200,000  taels,  and 
to  pay  a  compensation  of  20,000  taels  to 
the  relatives  of  the  murdered  missionaries. 

The  Emperor  attended  a  meeting  of  the 
German  Oriental  Society,  at  which  Pro- 
fessor Delitzsch  delivered  a  lecture  con- 
tending that  the  monotheistic  cult  of  the 
Jews  was  derived  from  the  polytheistic  reli- 
gion of  the  Babylonians.  This  lecture  gave 
rise  to  much  controversy  in  which  the  views 
of  the  Kaiser  became  involved.  These 
were  : — 

"  (a)   I  believe  in  only  one  God. 

"  (b)  We  men  need  a  form  in  order 
to  teach  His  existence  especially  for  our 
children. 

"  (c)  This  form  has  hitherto  been  the 
Old  Testament  in  its  present  version,  which 
will  be  positively  and  substantially  modi- 
fied under  the  influence  of  research  and 

inscriptions  and   excavations,   but   it  does 
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not  matter  that  much  of  the  nim'bus  of 
the  chosen  people  will  thereby  disappear. 
The  kernel  and  the  contents  remain  always 
the  same — God  and  His  works.  Religion 
has  never  been  the  result  of  science, 
but  the  outpouring  of  the  heart  and 
being  of  man  from  his  intercourse  with 
God." 

This  declaration  was  supplemented  on 
the  occasion  of  the  Confirmation  of  two 
of  his  sons  by  stating  that  "  the  whole 
of  human  life  hinged  simply  and  solely 
upon  our  attitude  towards  our  Lord  and 
Saviour."  That  "  in  addition  to  Christ, 
men  had  peopled  heaven  with  many 
splendid  figures  of  pious  Christians  who 
were  called  saints  and  to  whom  they 
appealed  for  succour,"  but  that  all  this 
was  '*  of  minor  importance  and  indeed 
vain  ;  the  Saviour  remained  the  one  Helper 
and  Deliverer." 

A  further  explanation  of  his  faith  was 
given  in  a  speech  at  Bremen  : — 

"  As  the  result  of  my  reading  of  history, 
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I  have  pledged  myself  never  to  strive  after 
an  empty  world-rule.  For  what  has 
become  of  the  so-called  world-empires? 
Alexander  the  Great,  Napoleon,  all  the 
great  heroes  of  war  swam  in  blood,  and 
left  behind  them  subjugated  nations  which 
rose  on  the  first  opportunity  and  brought 
their  empires  to  ruin.  The  world-empire 
that  I  have  dreamed  of  would  consist  in 
this,  that,  above  all,  the  newly  created 
German  Empire  should  on  every  side  enjoy 
the  most  abundant  confidence  as  a  tran- 
quil, honourable,  peaceful  neighbour,  and 
that  if  history  should  one  day  tell  of  a 
German  world -empire,  or  a  Hohenzollern 
world-rule,  it  should  not  have  been  based 
on  conquests  with  the  sword,  but  on  the 
mutual  trust  of  nations  striving  towards 
the  same  goal.  .  .  .  The  German  Army," 
he  continued,  "  had  developed  as  far  as 
was  necessary,"  and  the  time  was  now 
come  for  naval  armament.  "  Every 
German  warship  launched  is  one  guarantee 
more  for  peace  on  earth  ;  it  means  that 
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our  adversaries  will  by  so  much  less  be 
inclined  to  pick  a  quarrel  with  us,  while 
it  will  render  us  by  an  equal  amount 
more  valuable  as  allies.  We  are  the 
salt  of  the  earth,  but  we  must  also 
prove  ourselves  worthy  of  this  high 
calling." 

The  visit  to  Palestine  was  designed  in 
a  way  to  impress  the  imagination  of  the 
Turks.  After  the  consecration  of  the 
Church  of  the  Redeemer  at  Jerusalem  had 
been  completed,  the  Emperor  from  his  seat 
in  the  front  of  the  altar  delivered  a  long 
address  on  the  benefits  which  Christianity 
had  conferred  on  mankind.  Riding  up  to 
the  summit  of  the  Mount  of  Olives,  he 
there  took  part  in  a  service,  which  was 
restricted  to  himself  and  his  followers. 
Travelling  to  the  famous  ruins  of  Baalbec, 
the  Emperor  unveiled  a  monument  erected 
by  order  of  the  Sultan,  bearing  the  in- 
scription :  "  Sultan  Abdul  Hamid  II,  Em- 
peror of  the  Ottomans,  to  his  illustrious 
friend  William  II,  German  Emperor  and 
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King  of  Prussia,  and  to  the  Empress 
Augusta  Victoria,  as  a  memorial  of  his 
reciprocal  and  unalterable  friendship  and 
of  the  visit  of  their  Imperial  Majesties  to 
Baalbec,  1898." 

It  was  believed  that  the  real  reason  of 
the  abandonment  of  one -half  of  the  Em- 
peror's journey  was  his  desire  to  remain 
within  easy  reach  of  the  sea  while  there 
was  any  danger  of  war  between  England 
and  France  over  the  Fashoda  trouble. 

China  came  into  view  again  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1900.  The  Kaiser,  addressing 
some  troops  starting  for  the  relief  of 
Peking,  said  :  "  When  you  come  into  con- 
tact with  the  enemy,  strike  him  down. 
Quarter  is  not  to  be  given.  Prisoners  are 
not  to  be  made.  Whoever  falls  into  your 
hands  is  into  your  hands  delivered.  Just 
as,  a  thousand  years  ago,  the  Huns,  under 
their  King  Attila,  made  themselves  a  name 
which  still  appears  imposing  in  tradition, 
so  may  the  German  name  be  known  in 
China  in  such  a  way  that  never  again  will 
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a  Chinaman  dare  to  look  askance  at  a 
German.  The  blessing  of  the  Lord  be 
with  you.  Give  proof  of  your  courage, 
and  the  Divine  blessing  will  be  attached  to 
your  colours." 


CHAPTER    VII 
41  THE    FRIEND    OF    ENGLAND" 

At  deathbed  of  Queen  Victoria — Attends  funeral — 
Remark  on  Entente  Cordiale  —  "  Our  future 
is  on  the  water" — German  Navy  League — In- 
auguration of  the  Kiel  Canal  —  French  Am- 
bassador congratulated — British  journalists  at 
Potsdam — Kaiser  at  the  Guildhall — Revelations 
in  Daily  Telegraph — Germany  must  have  powerful 
fleet — Censure  of  the  Reichstag. 

WHEN  Queen  Victoria's  illness  was  an- 
nounced, the  Kaiser  hurried  to  Osborne 
and  made  himself  one  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous mourners  by  her  deathbed.  He 
attended  the  funeral  with  every  show  of 
grief.  Turning  to  King  Edward,  the  Kaiser 
maintained  the  same  friendly  disposition. 
At  home  his  autocratic  methods  became 
more  pronounced.  After  the  Social  Demo- 
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crats  had  celebrated  the  anniversary  of  the 
revolution  of  1848,  he  addressed  the 
Alexandra  Guards  and  said1  he  would  not 
hesitate  to  employ  the  bayonets  of  the 
regiment  to  suppress  any  repetition  of 
popular  risings.  With  regard  to  the  agita- 
tion against  the  Tariff  Bill  he  said  that  if 
the  commercial  treaties  were  not  renewed 
he  would  "smash  everything  to  bits." 

Directly  after  the  death  of  his  mother, 
the  Emperor  rode  up  to  Charlottenburg 
and  had  the  palace  surrounded  by  troops 
until  he  had  obtained  possession  of  his 
father's  papers. 

It  is  significant  that  in  1903,  when  the 
Entente  Cordiale  with  France  was  first 
spoken  of,  the  Kaiser  revived  an  old  story. 
Speaking  at  Hanover  of  the  German 
Legion  which  served  at  Waterloo,  he  said 
that  it  had,  "  in  conjunction  with  Blucher 
and  the  Prussians,  saved  the  English  army 
from  destruction." 

From  the  building  of  the  first  German 
battleship,  the  Kaiser  continued  to  press 
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his  demands  for  increasing  the  Navy. 
Lecturing  at  Berlin,  he  said  .that  Krupp 
would  be  willing  to  provide  ,material  for 
the  new  ironclads  at  cost  price  if  the 
Reichstag  would  sanction  the  expenditure. 
"  Our  future  is  on  the  -water.  I  will  not 
rest  till  I  have  brought  my  Navy  to  the 
same  height  at  which  my  Army  stands." 
Through  the  German  Navy  League  he  has 
persistently  propagated  his  ideas  on  world 
policy  and  sea  power.  A  monthly  paper, 
Die  Flotte,  published  in  an  edition  of 
150,000,  was  the  League's  chief  organ 
in  the  Press.  The  League  also  published 
a  profusely  illustrated  naval  album,  of 
which  the  Emperor  bought  many  hundreds 
of  copies  for  distribution  as  prizes  in  the 
schools. 

All  along  the  most  pacific  speeches  have 
been  delivered.  At  the  inauguration  of 
the  Kiel  Canal  the  Kaiser  said  to  the 
French  Ambassador  :  "  I  am  happy  to  go 
with  you  to  open  the  Kiel  Canal  in  the 
presence  of  the  French  squadron,  which  I 
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admire  and  which  deserves  to  be  admired. 
I  hope  this  inauguration  will  not  be  the 
last  we  shall  perform  together  for  the  cause 
of  peace  and  the  honour  of  civilization." 

Impatient  as  the  Kaiser  has  been  all 
through  his  reign  of  any  form  of  criticism, 
he  has  never  taken  kindly  to  the  Press. 
In  May  1907,  when  great  efforts  were 
being  made  to  promote  an  improvement 
in  Anglo -German  relations,  the  Kaiser 
received  a  body  of  British  journalists  at 
Potsdam.  Speaking  at  a  banquet  ther^, 
Dr.  von  Maulberg  said  that  he  had  heard 
voices  from  England  accusing  Germany 
of  "  concealing  her  naval  programme  and 
masking  her  ultimate  aims."  He  assured 
the  company  that  the  naval  forces  of  his 
country  were  only  intended  as  a  pro- 
tection for  the  German  coast  and  sea 
trade. 

In  England  the  same  pacific  note  was 
sounded.  Speaking  at  the  Guildhall  in 
November  1907,  the  Emperor  said: 
'*  The  main  prop  and  base  for  the  peace 
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of  the  world  is  the  maintenance  of  good 
relations  between  the  countries,  and  I 
shall  aid  and  strengthen  them  as  far  as 
lies  in  my  power." 

In  the  following  year,  the  Kaiser  re- 
peated :  "  It  is  my  deep  conviction  that 
the  peace  of  Europe  is  not  in  danger,  that 
the  princes  and  statesmen  know  and  feel 
that  they  are  responsible  to  God  for  the 
lives  and  prosperity  of  the  people  entrusted 
to  their  leadership,  that  the  people  them- 
selves desire  peacefully  to  develop  the 
benefits  of  civilization,  and  that,  proud  of 
the  manly  discipline  and  love  of  honour 
of  her  armed  forces,  Germany  is  deter- 
mined to  keep  them  on  their  high  level 
without  menace  to  others  and  to  develop 
them  as  her  own  interests  demand,  favour- 
ing no  one  and  injuring  no  one." 

The  whole  world  was  startled  in  the 
autumn  of  1908  by  the  publication  in  the 
Daily  Telegraph  of  revelations  from  the 
pen  of  a  retired  diplomatist.  In  them  the 
Kaiser  was  shown  talking  freely  and  pro- 
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testing  against  the  way  in  which  he  was 
misjudged.     Said  he  :— 

"  You  English  are  mad,  mad,  mad  as 
March  hares.  What  has  come  over  you 
that  you  are  so  completely  given  over  to 
suspicions  quite  unworthy  of  a  great 
nation  ?  What  more  can  I  do  than  I  have 
done?  I  declared  with  all  the  emphasis 
at  my  command,  in  my  speech  at  the 
Guildhall,  that  my  heart  is  set  upon  peace, 
and  that  it  is  one  of  my  dearest  wishes  to 
live  on  the  best  of  terms  with  England. 
Have  I  ever  been  false  to  my  word? 
Falsehood  and  prevarication  are  alien  to 
my  nature.  My  actions  ought  to  speak 
for  themselves,  but  you  listen  not  to  them, 
but  to  those  who  misunderstand  and  distort 
them.  That  is  a  personal  insult  which  I 
feel  and  resent.  To  be  for  ever  mis- 
judged, to  have  my  repeated  offers  of 
friendship  weighed  and  scrutinized  with 
jealous,  mistrustful  eyes,  taxes  my  patience 
severely.  I  have  said,  time  after  time, 
that  I  am  a  friend  of  England,  and  your 
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Press— or  at  least,  a  considerable  section  of 
it— bids  the  people  of  England  refuse  my 
proffered  hand,  and  insinuates  that  the 
other  holds  a  dagger.  How  can  I  con- 
vince a  nation  against  its  will?  " 

"  I  repeat,"  continued  his  Majesty, 
44  that  I  am  the  friend  of  England,  but 
you  make  things  difficult  for  me.  My 
task  is  not  of  the  easiest.  The  prevailing 
sentiment  among  large  sections  of  the 
middle  and  lower  classes  of  my  own  people 
is  not  friendly  to  England.  I  am,  there- 
fore, so  to  speak,  in  a  minority  in  my 
own  land,  but  it  is  a  minority  of  the  best 
elements  just  as  it  is  in  England  with 
respect  to  Germany.  That  is  another 
reason  why  I  resent  your  refusal  to  accept 
my  pledged  word  that  I  am  the  friend  of 
England.  I  strive  without  ceasing  to  im- 
prove relations,  and  you  retort  that  I  am 
your  arch-enemy.  You  make  it  very  hard 
for  me.  Why  is  it? 

"  There  are  mischief-makers  in  both 
countries.  I  will  not  attempt  to  weigh 
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their  relative  capacity  for  misrepresenta- 
tion. But  the  facts  are  as  I  have  stated. 
There  has  been  nothing  in  Germany's 
recent  action  with  regard  to  Morocco  which 
runs  contrary  to  the  explicit  declaration  of 
my  love  of  peace,  which  I  made  both  at 
the  Guildhall  and  in  my  latest  speech  at 
Strassburg." 

Looking  back  to  the  South  African  War, 
the  Kaiser  said  "  when  the  struggle  was  at 
its  height  the  German  Government  was  in- 
vited by  the  Governments  of  France  and 
Russia  to  join  with  them  in  calling  upon 
England  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.  The 
moment  had  come,  they  said,  not  only  to 
save  the  Boer  republics,  but  also  to  humble 
England  to  the  dust.  What  was  my 
reply?  I  said  that  so  far  from  Germany 
joining  in  any  concerted  European  action 
to  put  pressure  upon  England  and  bring 
about  her  downfall,  Germany  would  always 
keep  aloof  from  politics  that  could  bring 
her  into  complications  with  a  sea  power 
like  England.  Posterity  will  one  day  read 
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the  exact  terms  of  the  telegram— now  in 
the  archives  of  Windsor  Castle— in  which  I 
informed  the  Sovereign  of  England  of  the 
answer  I  had  returned  to  the  Powers 
which  then  sought  to  compass  her  fall. 
Englishmen  who  now  insult  me  by  doubt- 
ing my  word  should  know  what  were  my 
actions  in  the  hour  of  their  adversity. 

"  Nor  was  that  all.  Just  at  the  time  of 
your  Black  Week  in  December  1 899,  when 
disasters  followed  one  another  in  rapid 
succession,  I  received  a  letter  from  Queen 
Victoria,  my  revered  grandmother,  written 
in  sorrow  and  affliction,  and  bearing  mani- 
fest traces  of  the  anxieties  which  were 
preying  upon  her  mind  and  health.  I  at 
once  returned  a  sympathetic  reply.  Nay, 
I  did  more.  I  bade  one  of  my  officers 
procure  for  me  as  exact  an  account  as 
he  could  obtain  of  the  number  of  com- 
batants in  South  Africa  on  both  sides,  and 
of  the  actual  position  of  the  opposing 
forces.  With  the  figures  before  me,  I 
worked  out  what  I  considered  to  be  the 
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best  plan  of  campaign  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  submitted  it  to  my  General 
Staff  for  their  criticism.  Then  I  dis- 
patched it  to  England,  and  that  document 
likewise  is  among  the  State  papers  at 
Windsor  Castle,  awaiting  the  serenely  im- 
partial verdict  of  history.  And,  as  a 
matter  of  curious  coincidence,  let  me  add 
that  the  plan  which  I  formulated  ran  very 
much  on  the  same  lines  as  that  which  was 
actually  adopted  by  Lord  Roberts  and 
carried  by  him  into  successful  operation. 
Was  that,  I  repeat,  the  act  of  one  who 
wished  England  ill?  Let  Englishmen  be 
just  and  say. 

"  But  you  will  say,  '  What  of  the  Ger- 
man Navy?  Surely  that  is  a  menace  to 
England  ! '  Against  whom  but  England  are 
my  squadrons  being  prepared?  If  Eng- 
land is  not  in  the  minds  of  those  Germans 
who  are  bent  on  creating  a  powerful  fleet, 
why  is  Germany  asked  to  consent  to  such 
new  and  heavy  burdens  of  taxation?  My 
answer  is  clear.  Germany  is  a  young  and 
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growing  Empire.  She  has  a  world-wide 
commerce,  which  is  rapidly  expanding,  and 
to  which  the  legitimate  ambition  of 
patriotic  Germans  refuses  to  assign  any 
bounds.  Germany  must  have  a  powerful 
fleet  to  protect  that  commerce  and  her 
manifold  interests  in  even  the  most  distant 
seas.  She  expects  those  interests  to  go  on 
growing,  and  she  must  be  able  to  cham- 
pion them  manfully  in  any  quarter  of  the 
globe.  Germany  looks  ahead  !  Her 
horizons  stretch  far  away.  She  must  be 
prepared  for  any  eventualities  in  the  Far 
East.  Who  can  foresee  what  may  take 
place  in  the  Pacific  in  the  days  to  come — 
days  not  so  distant  as  some  believe,  but 
days,  at  any  rate,  for  which  all  European 
Powers  with  Far  Eastern  interests  ought 
steadily  to  prepare?  Look  at  the  accom- 
plished rise  of  Japan,  think  of  the  pos- 
sible national  awakening  of  China,  and 
then  judge  of  the  vast  problems  of  the 
Pacific.  Only  those  Powers  which  have 
great  navies  will  be  listened  to  with  respect 
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when  the  future  of  the  Pacific  comes  to 
be  solved,  and,  if  for  that  reason  only, 
Germany  must  have  a  powerful  fleet.  It 
may  even  be  that  England  herself  will  be 
glad  that  Germany  has  a  fleet  when  they 
speak  together  on  the  same  side  in  the 
great  debates  of  the  future." 

Cabled  from  London  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  these  utterances  were  warmly  dis- 
cussed, more  especially  in  Germany. 
Some  time  elapsed  before  light  was 
thrown  on  the  origin  of  the  article, 
and  then  the  hand  of  the  Emperor  was 
revealed.  It  was  stated  in  the  Reichstag 
that  he  sent  a  copy  to  Prince  Bulow  for 
his  opinion.  The  Prince,  without  reading, 
passed  it  on  to  the  Foreign  Office  for 
report.  When  it  came  back  without 
objection  he  simply  initialled  it  and  re- 
turned it  to  the  Emperor.  What  followed 
remains  hidden  as  one  of  the  editorial 
secrets  of  Fleet  Street.  But  it  is  safe 
to  affirm  that  a  paper  of  the  standing  of 
the  Daily  Telegraph  would  never  have 
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published  such  a  document  except  on  the 
highest  authority.  After  much  debate  the 
Reichstag  passed  a  resolution  expressing 
the  wish  that  the  Emperor  should  "  in 
future  exercise  a  greater  reserve  in  his 
utterances/'  and  declaring  that  "  arrange- 
ments must  be  made  to  prevent  with 
certainty  a  recurrence  of  such  improper 
proceedings." 

Speeches  were  suspended  for  awhile, 
but  there  was  increasing  unrest  concerning 
the  Kaiser's  real  intentions.  On  meeting 
the  Czar  in  Finland  he  laid  stress  on  the 
traditional  relations  of  their  two  houses, 
which  were  a  pledge  of  abiding  peace. 
This  was  hardly  in  accord  with  another 
declaration  that  "  wherever  in  the  world 
he  could  drive  a  nail  on  which  he  could 
hang  his  shield  he  would  drive  it."  Ger- 
man relations  with  England  passed 
through  a  very  critical  stage.  Something 
was  done  to  maintain  good  feeling  by  a 
succession  of  Anglo -German  visits.  A 
party  of  labour  leaders  from  Germany 
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were  entertained  at  dinner  by  the  Inter- 
national Arbitration  League  in  London. 
Mr.  John  Burns  there  declared  that  their 
visit  coincided  with  the  collapse  of  an 
attempt  to  foment  Anglo -German  war,  and 
predicted  that  there  would  never  again  be 
a  great  international  war  involving  France, 
Germany,  Great  Britain,  and  Russia. 
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CHAPTER    VIII 
GERMAN    DUPLICITY 

At  funeral  of  Edward  VII — King  George  Commander 
of  Prussian  Dragoons — At  Posen — Visit  to  King 
of  the  Belgians — With  Francis  Joseph  in  Vienna 
— At  unveiling  of  memorial  to  Queen  Victoria — 
Advice  to  women — Bible  at  bedside— Statue  of 
the  Great  Elector  promised  for  Berne  Cathedral 
— King  George  and  Queen  Mary  at  marriage  of 
Kaiser's  only  daughter  to  Prince  Ernest  Augustus 
of  Cumberland — Speeches  at  centenary  of  Ger- 
man national  rising  in  1813 — Bernhardi's  call 
for  war — Treitschke  taunts  the  British — Kaiser's 
Army  Balloon  Corps — Hostility  to  Great  Britain 
— Kaiser  hoists  his  flag  as  a  British  Admiral 
in  June  1914. 

WITH  the  death  of  Edward  VII,  in  May 
1910,  any  restraining  influence  there  may 
have  been  in  family  ties  seemed  broken. 
The  Kaiser  made  an  imposing  figure  in 
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the  funeral  procession,  and  before  leaving 
England  appointed  King  George  an 
honorary  Commander  of  the  First  Prus- 
sian Dragoon  Guards,  and  Queen  Mary 
Colonel-in-Chief  of  the  Fifth  Pomeranian 
Hussars. 

The  quiet  succession  of  a  constitutional 
monarch  in  England  and  the  lesson  of 
labour  riots  in  Berlin  may  both  have  been 
in  the  Kaiser's  mind  when  he  next  spoke. 
He  referred  to  his  grandfather  having 
placed  by  his  own  right  the  crown  of  the 
Kings  of  Prussia  upon  his  head.  Once 
again  he  laid  stress  upon  the  fact  that  it 
was  conferred  upon  him  by  the  grace  of 
God  alone  and  not  by  Parliament,  meetings 
of  the  people,  or  popular  decisions,  and 
that  he  considered  himself  the  chosen  in- 
strument of  Heaven .  Without  heeding  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  day  he  would 
go  his  way,  which  was  devoted  solely  to 
the  prosperity  and  peaceful  development 
of  the  Fatherland. 

The  German  Emperor  and  Empress 
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visited  the  King  of  the  Belgians  in  1910, 
being  cordially  received  in  Brussels  and 
other  parts  of  the  little  kingdom.  He 
also  went  to  Vienna,  and  in  a  speech  re- 
ferred to  a  resolution  of  the  municipality 
to  name  a  part  of  the  "  Ring  "  after  him. 
He  understood  that  resolution  to  show  that 
the  city  agreed  with  his  action  in  taking  his 
stand  at  a  grave  moment  "  in  shining 
armour  "  by  the  side  of  their  sovereign. 
This  was  "  at  once  an  injunction  of  duty 
and  of  friendship,  for  the  alliance  had,  to 
the  weal  of  the  world,  passed  into  and 
pervaded  as  an  imponderable  element  the 
convictions  and  the  life  of  both  peoples." 
At  the  unveiling  of  the  memorial  to 
Queen  Victoria  in  front  of  Buckingham 
Palace  the  German  Emperor  and  Empress 
were  present.  Special  attention  was 
directed  to  King  George's  speech  by  the 
stress  which  he  laid  on  "  the  strong  and 
loving  ties  of  kinship  and  friendship  "  be- 
tween the  thrones  and  persons  of  the  two 
sovereigns.  But  this  did  not  remove  the 
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feeling  of  disquiet  that  was  in  men's  minds 
respecting  our  relations  with  Germany. 

Ignoring  the  supreme  lesson  of  his 
grandmother's  life,  the  Kaiser  held  out  to 
German  women  the  example  of  Queen 
Louise  of  Prussia,  saying  that  their  prin- 
cipal task  did  not  lie  in  attending  public 
meetings  and  belonging  to  societies  .  .  . 
but  in  the  quiet  work  of  the  home  and  the 
family,  "  educating  the  young  generation 
before  all  things  to  obedience  and  respect 
for  age."  For  answer  to  this  it  was 
pointed  out  that  existing  conditions  showed 
that  9,500,000  women  in  Germany  were 
driven  into  the  struggle  for  a  living  out- 
side the  home.  As  to  men,  the  wages  of 
40  per  cent,  ranged  between  £45  and 
£150  per  annum,  and  a  further  5 1  per 
cent,  earned  less  than  £45  a  year. 

In  conversation  with  a  German  pastor, 
the  Kaiser  said  : — 

"  I  often  read  the  Bible.  I  like  to  read 
it  every  night.  A  Bible  lies  on  a  table  at 
my  bedside.  I  find  the  most  beautiful 
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thoughts  expressed  in  it.  I  cannot  under- 
stand how  it  is  that  so  many  persons  pay 
so  little  attention  to  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
Can  any  one  read  the  Gospels  and  other 
portions  of  the  Bible  without  feeling  con- 
vinced that  the  words  contain  a  simple 
truth  established  in  unquestionable  facts? 
Whenever  I  have  to  make  any  decision  I 
ask  myself  what  the  Bible  would  teach  me 
to  do  in  that  particular  case.  The  Bible  is 
to  me  the  fountain  from  which  I  draw 
light  and  strength.  In  hours  of  sorrow 
and  depression  I  seek  consolation  therein. 
I  am  convinced  that  many  who  have  neg- 
lected religion  will  regain  definite  religious 
belief  in  our  time,  and  will  feel  the  need 
of  communion  with  the  Almighty.  Periods 
of  dangerous  doubt  have  always  produced 
in  their  wake  periods  of  enthusiastic  reli- 
gious feeling.  I  cannot  understand  how 
life  can  be  lived  without  real  communion 
with  the  Almighty." 

No     definite    improvement    in    Anglo  - 
German  relations  followed.     At  the  open- 
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ing  of  the  Reichstag,  in  February  1912, 
the  Emperor  stated  the  aim  of  his  policy 
was  "  to  maintain  the  solid  fabric  of  the 
Empire  and  of  State  order  unimpaired,  to 
increase  the  welfare  of  all  conditions  and 
classes  of  the  people,  and  to  preserve  and 
raise  the  strength  and  prestige  of  the 
nation."  He  added  that  Bills  would  be 
laid  before  the  Reichstag  for  covering  the 
expenditure  which  had  become  necessary 
"  to  maintain  and  strengthen  on  sea  and 
land  the  power  and  defence  of  the  German 
people,  as  its  prosperity  depended  upon 
the  Empire  remaining  powerful  enough 
to  guard  and  represent  in  the  world  at  all 
times  the  national  honour,  its  possessions, 
and  its  just  interests." 

A  contemporary  record  of  the  Kaiser's 
visit  to  Switzerland  says  "  he  was  cordially 
welcomed,  and  his  unfailing  geniality,  as 
well  as  his  simplicity  and  vivacity  of  mind, 
won  for  him  abundant  goodwill.  In  Berne 
Cathedral,  in  particular,  he  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  conversing  with  the  delegates  of 
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the  Committee  of  the  International  Monu- 
ment of  the  Reformation  [under  construc- 
tion at  Geneva]  and  charmed  them  by  his 
conversation.  As  a  contribution  to  this 
monument  he  promised  a  statue  of  his 
ancestor,  the  Great  Elector." 

Another  phase  of  the  many-sided 
monarch's  character  was  afforded  at  Kiel, 
when  the  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club 
offered  him  a  reproduction  of  an  old  cup 
presented  for  yacht -racing  in  1781.  The 
Emperor  said  the  cup  would  stand  as  a 
visible  pledge  between  the  two  countries 
of  personal  and  sporting  friendship. 

King  George  and  Queen  Mary  visited 
Berlin  in  May  1913  in  order  to  be  present 
at  the  marriage  of  the  Kaiser's  daughter 
to  Prince  Ernest  Augustus  of  Cumberland. 
The  Emperor  again  became  talkative.  At 
the  celebration  of  the  centenary  of  the 
German  national  rising  in  1813,  he 
said  : — 

"  The  seed  of  that  great  period  of 
upheaval  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
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the  Prussian  people  based  its  moral  view 
of  life  on  religion — in  other  words,  it  had 
recovered  faith  in  its  God.  The  present 
generation  may  well  learn  how  it  may  get 
back  to  the  faith  of  its  fathers.  The  col- 
lapse of  Jena  was  the  judgment  of  God 
on  a  people  who  had  lost  faith." 

On  another  occasion,  standing  before  a 
statue  of  King  Frederick  William  III,  the 
Kaiser  recalled  the  heroic  events  and  men 
of  those  days,  and  exhorted  the  people 
to  follow  their  example  should  their 
country  or  its  honour  be  attacked,  and 
always  to  keep  as  their  motto  "  God  with 
us." 

At  Lubeck  he  said  : — 

"  I  stand  before  you  in  the  uniform  of  a 
sailor— the  dress  of  the  child  of  my  making, 
and  that  which  can,  help  to  give  now 
and  in  the  future  the  necessary  strength 
and  the  necessary  protection  to  the  German 
merchant,  that  he  may  keep  the  place  in 
the  sun  which  belongs  to  him.  I  protect 
the  merchant.  His  enemy  is  my  enemy." 
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While  there  was  little  outside  evidence  of 
friction,  hostile  forces  were  at  work  in  the 
Kaiser's  dominions.  General  Bernhardi,  a 
retired  cavalry  general  who  was  regarded 
as  the  most  influential  German  military 
writer,  published  a  book  on  "Germany  and 
the  Next  War."  In  this  he  maintained  that 
the  duties  and  tasks  of  the  German  people 
could  only  be  fulfilled  by  the  sword,  that 
its  warlike  spirit  was  only  waiting  to  be 
awakened  by  an  appeal  to  force,  that 
Germany  must  claim  "  not  only  a  place 
in  the  sun,  but  a  full  share  in  the  mastery 
of  the  world,"  that  Germany  must  destroy 
the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  in  order 
to  set  up  a  system  of  States  with  Germany 
at  their  head.  Above  all,  he  pointed  out 
that  "  England  was  the  enemy  which 
would  have  to  be  beaten  at  sea." 

The  German  historian  Treitschke 
taunted  the  British  by  saying  :  "  You  have 
failed  because  you  have  ceased  to  be 
soldiers  ;  because  you  dread  war  ;  because 
you  present  to  the  whole  world  the  spec- 
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tacle  which  the  world  has  not  seen  since 
the  fall  of  the  Byzantine  Empire— a 
timorous,  craven  nation,  trusting  to  its 
Fleet/' 

The  Emperor,  who  had  taken  continued 
interest  in  Krupp's  monster  guns,  and  must 
have  become  familiar  with  the  project  of 
strewing  the  seas  with  deadly  mines, 
turned  to  airships  with  enthusiasm.  When 
Count  Zeppelin  was  reported  to  be  on  his 
way  to  Berlin  in  his  monster  air-cruiser 
for  the  first  time,  the  Emperor  set  off  in 
his  motor-car  from  Potsdam  and  waited 
in  the  midst  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
excited  inhabitants  of  Berlin  for  several 
hours  on  the  military  parade-ground  look- 
ing out  for  the  Count's  arrival.  It  was 
the  Kaiser  who,  after  hearing  a  lecture  on 
the  progress  made  in  dirigible  airships  in 
France,  gave  orders  for  the  Army  Balloon 
Corps  to  construct  the  steerable  balloon 
which  has  proved  such  a  great  success. 
The  society  for  the  study  of  aerial  naviga- 
tion, under  the  chairmanship  of  Major  von 
in 


The  Kaiser  under  the  Searchlight 

Parseval,  was  also  founded  on  the  Kaiser's 
recommendation,  with  the  result  that  it 
now  constructs  dirigibles  which  with  the 
greatest  ease  undertake  trips  of  twelve  and 
fifteen  hours. 

Yet  in  face  of  the  most  persistent 
preparations  for  war  by  sea  and  by  land, 
the  continued  assertion  of  peaceful  inten- 
tions continued  to  put  even  close  observers 
off  their  guard. 

In  a  book  issued  by  Mr.  John  Murray, 
entitled  "  German  Sea  Power,"  by  Archi- 
bald Kurd  and  Henry  Castle,  the  authors 
made  a  bold  declaration  :  "  The  theory 
so  frequently  advanced  that  the  character 
of  William  II  is  of  a  Machiavelian  quality, 
that  he  is  inspired  by  hostility  to  Great 
Britain  and  a  determination  to  destroy  her, 
and  that  his  assurances  to  the  contrary 
are  merely  designed  to  lull  her  into  a  false 
sense  of  security  till  he  is  ready  to  strike  a 
fatal  blow  at  her  heart,  is,  in  fact,  abso- 
lutely untenable." 

Mr.  E.  A.  Brayley  Hodgetts,  an  ex- 
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perienced  journalist,  who  knows  Germany 
thoroughly,  in  "  The  House  of  Hohen- 
zollern  "  (published  1911)  said  : — 

"  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  assume  that 
the  War  Lord  is  spoiling  for  a  fight  and 
impatiently  awaiting  an  opportunity  to  test 
the  strength  of  his  mailed  fist/' 

In  a  lecture  delivered  in  London  the  late 
Professor  Cramb  referred  to  the  "  apathy 
or  stolid  indifference  "  of  England  and 
said  :— 

"  When  over  against  this  apathy,  I 
survey  in  this  month  of  February  1913 
the  energy,  the  single,  devoted  purpose- 
fulness  throbbing  everywhere  throughout 
Germany,  her  forward  ranging  effort,  her 
inner  life,  I  seem  to  hear  again  the  thunder 
of  a  great  host.  .  .  .  It  is  the  war  bands 
of  Alaric." 

On  the  25th  of  June  last — three  days 
before  the  assassinations  at  Sarajevo — the 
Kaiser  visited  the  British  squadron  at  Kiel. 
He  was  reported  to  be  in  high  spirits,  and, 
going  on  board  the  King  George  V,  hoisted 
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his  flag  as  a  British  Admiral.  In  inspect- 
ing the  vessels  he  paid  special  attention 
to  the  cables  and  anchors — a  matter  with 
which  the  German  ships  had  been  having 
trouble. 

Let  the  happenings  of  July  continue 
the  tale.  On  the  eleventh  of  the  month, 
in  the  French  Senate,  M.  Humbert  com- 
plained that  "  their  forts  were  defective  in 
structure,  guns  lacked  ammunition,  and 
the  men  were  without  boots."  Civil  war 
was  predicted  as  certain  in  England  ;  while 
Russia  had  serious  troubles  with  labour. 
German  preparations  for  war  by  sea  and 
land  were  hurried  on  with  feverish  haste. 
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CHAPTER    IX 
HOW    WAR    WAS    FORCED    ON 

Assassination  of  Archduke  Ferdinand  and  his  wife  at 
Sarajevo — Austria's  ultimatum — Attack  on  Servia 
— Proposal  of  neutrality  to  Belgium — German 
Army  mobilized — 100,000  troops  on  Belgian 
frontier  —  Infamous  proposal  to  Britain  —  Its 
rejection — Attack  on  British  Embassy  in  Berlin 
— Kaiser's  vexation — Count  Moltke's  prophecy. 

THE  way  in  which  the  assassination  of  the 
Archduke  Ferdinand  and  his  wife  at  Sara- 
jevo became  an  excuse  for  war  will  be 
made  clear  by  glancing  back  to  the  Berlin 
Treaty  of  1878.  This  settled  affairs  be- 
tween Russia  and  Turkey,  and  in  respect 
to  the  Balkans  provided  that  "  the 
provinces  of  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina 
should  be  occupied  and  administered  by 
Austro- Hungary.'*  For  thirty  years  the 
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provision  was  maintained  in  its  integrity, 
until  in  October  1908  Austria  claimed 
sovereignty  over  the  two  provinces.  The 
high-handed  manner  of  suddenly  breaking 
an  International  Treaty  called  forth  many 
protests  ;  but  under  the  pressure  of  the 
Kaiser  the  annexation  was  tacitly  recog- 
nized. Bosnia  was  steadily  developed 
from  year  to  year, ;  the  Emperor  of  Austria 
visited  Sarajevo,  and  not  even  the  pro- 
longed fighting  in  the  Balkans  affected  the 
situation.  The  assassination  of  the  Arch- 
duke Ferdinand  and  his  wife  at  Sarajevo, 
on  June  28,  1914,  brought  on  a  fresh 
crisis.  Associating  Servia  with  the 
murders,  Austria,  avowedly  backed  up  by 
Germany,  sent  an  ultimatum  to  King  Peter 
— couched  in  such  violent  terms  that  it  was 
bound  to  excite  the  Slav  population  of 
Russia.  The  time  for  this  challenge  was 
deliberately  chosen. 

Then  came  Austria's  attack  on  Servia, 
whereupon  Russia  ordered  movements  of 
troops  in  ways  that  afforded  an  opening 
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for  the  German  Emperor  to  take  action. 
The  hour  for  which  he  had  plotted  and 
planned  so  long  was  at  hand,  but  a  little 
delay  would  give  his  vast  armies  a  manifest 
advantage.  It  was  therefore  sought  to 
bargain  for  "  neutrality  "  so  that  certain 
Powers  might  be  attacked  separately. 
With  respect  to  France  the  German  Chan- 
cellor told  the  British  Ambassador  at 
Berlin  that  it  was  "  clear,  so  far  as  he  was 
able  to  judge  the  main  principles  which 
governed  British  policy,  that  Great  Britain 
would  never  stand  by  and  allow  France  to 
be  crushed  in  any  conflict  there  might  be. 
That,  however,  was  not  the  object  at  which 
Germany  aimed.  Provided  that  the  neu- 
trality of  Great  Britain  were  certain,  every 
assurance  would  be  given  to  the  British 
Government  that  the  German  Government 
aimed  at  no  territorial  acquisition  at  the 
expense  of  France  should  Germany  prove 
victorious  in  any  war  that  might  ensue." 

Sir  E.  Grey,  in  his  refusal  of  this  "  bid," 
said  :    "It  would  be  a  disgrace  for  us  to 
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make  this  bargain  with  Germany  at  the 
expense  of  France — a  disgrace  from  which 
the  good  name  of  this  country  would  never 
recover."  Mr.  Asquith  denounced  the 
Kaiser's  proposal  as  "  infamous." 

Answering  a  telegram  respecting  Bel- 
gium, the  German  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  replied  that  no  answer  could  be 
given  before  consulting  the  Emperor.  The 
British  Government  was  then  informed  that 
the  German  Government  had  delivered  to 
the  Belgian  Government  a  Note  proposing 
friendly  neutrality,  entailing  free  passage 
through  Belgian  territory,  and  promising 
to  maintain  the  independence  and  integrity 
of  the  kingdom  and  its  possessions  at  the 
conclusion  of  peace,  threatening  in  case 
of  refusal  to  treat  Belgium  as  an  enemy. 

The  Kaiser  telegraphed  the  Czar  a  per- 
sonal message,  in  which  he  offered,  if 
Russia  would  cease  the  mobilization  of  her 
army,  to  stop  mobilizing  his  own.  "  *  I 
promise/  the  message  ran,  '  on  the  word 
of  a  soldier.'  On  the  strength  of  this  the 
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Czar  intimated  to  Soukhomlinoff,  his 
Minister  of  War,  that  he  wished  all  move- 
ments of  troops  at  once  to  cease."  Eight 
hours  later,  after  the  Russian  mobilization 
had  been  halted,  the  Czar  learned  from  his 
Embassy  in  Berlin  that,  according  to 
orders  issued  by  the  German  Emperor 
himself,  efforts  to  mobilize  quickly  the 
German  army  had  been  redoubled." 

The  result  of  this  activity  was  that  on 
August  ist  a  hundred  thousand  German 
troops  were  massed  on  the  frontiers  of 
Belgium  and  Luxembourg.  Berlin  in- 
dulged in  tumultuous  demonstrations,  in 
the  course  of  which  the  Kaiser  spoke  the 
following  words  : — 

"  The  dark  day  has  broken  over 
Germany.  Envious  persons  are  every- 
where compelling  us  to  just  defence.  The 
sword  is  being  forced  into  our  hand.  I 
hope  that  if  at  last  my  efforts  to  bring  our 
adversaries  to  see  things  in  their  proper 
light  and;  to  maintain  peace  do  not 
succeed,  we  shall,  with  God's  help,  wield 
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the  sword  in  such  a  way;  that  we  can  sheath 
it  with  honour. 

"  A  war  will  require  enormous  sacrifices 
of  blood  and  property  from  the  German 
people,  but  we  will  show  our  adversaries 
what  it  means  to  attack  Germany,  and  I 
now  commend  you  to  God.  Go  to  church, 
kneel  down  before  God,  and  ask  Him  for 
help  for  our  brave  Army." 

On  August  4th,  in  accordance  with 
instructions  from  Sir  Edward  Grey,  the 
British  Ambassador  in  Berlin  (Sir  Edward 
Goschen)  called  on  Herr  von  Jagow  and 
inquired  whether  Germany  would  refrain 
from  violating  Belgian  neutrality.  Herr 
von  Jagow  at  once  replied  that  he  was 
sorry  to  say  his  answer  must  be  "  No,"  as 
in  consequence  of  the  German  troops 
having  crossed  the  frontier  that  morning 
Belgian  neutrality  had  already  been  vio- 
lated. Herr  von  Jagow  again  went  into 
the  reasons  why  Germany  had  been 
obliged  to  take  this  step,  namely,  that  they 
had  to  advance  into  France  by  the  easiest 
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and  quickest  way,  so  as  to  be  able  to  get 
well  ahead  with  their  operations  and  en- 
deavour to  strike  some  decisive  blow  as 
early  as  possible  before  the  Russians  could 
get  to  the  frontier.  It  was  a  matter  of 
life  and  death  for  them. 

Sir  Edward  Goschen  pointed  out  to 
Herr  von  Jagow  that  this  violation  of  the 
Belgian  frontier  rendered  the  situation  ex- 
ceedingly grave,  and  asked  him  whether 
there  was  not  still  time  to  draw  back  and 
avoid  possible  consequences.  He  replied 
that  it  was  now  impossible  for  them  to 
draw  back. 

Sir  Edward  later  in  the  afternoon  pre- 
sented the  British  ultimatum,  demanding 
an  answer  by  midnight,  and  Herr  von 
Jagow  replied  that  even  if  twenty-four 
hours  or  more  were  given  the  answer  must 
be  the  same.  Sir  E.  Goschen  then  saw  the 
Chancellor,  Herr  von  Bethmann  Hollweg, 
whom  he  found  much  agitated. 

"  His  Excellency,"  he  says,  "  at  once 
began  a  harangue  which  lasted  for  about 
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twenty  minutes.  He  said  that  the  step 
taken  by  his  Majesty's  Government  was 
terrible  to  a  degree.  Just  for  a  word, 
'  neutrality/  a  word  which  in  war  time  had 
so  often  been  disregarded— just  for  a  scrap 
of  paper  Great  Britain  was  going  to  make 
war  on  a  kindred  nation  who  desired 
nothing  better  than  to  be  friends  with  her. 
*  .  .  What  we  had  done  was  unthinkable  : 
it  was  like  striking  a  man  from  behind, 
while  he  was  fighting  for  his  life  against 
two  assailants.  He  held  Great  Britain 
responsible  for  all  the  terrible  events  that 
might  happen. 

"  I  protested  strongly,"  says  Sir 
Edward,  "  against  that  statement,  and  said 
that  in  the  same  way  as  he  and  Herr  von 
Jagow  wished  me  to  understand  that  for 
strategical  reasons  it  was  a  matter  of  life 
and  death  to  Germany  to  advance  through 
Belgium  and  violate  the  latter's  neutrality, 
so  I  would  wish  him  to  understand  that  it 
was,  so  to  speak,  a  matter  of  life  and  death 
for  the  honour  of  Great  Britain  that  she 
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should  keep  her  solemn  engagement  to  do 
her  utmost  to  defend  Belgium's  neutrality 
if  attacked.  That  solemn  compact  simply 
had  to  be  kept,  or  what  confidence  could 
any  one  have  in  engagements  given  by 
Great  Britain  in  the  future?  " 

The  Chancellor  said :  "  But  at  what 
price  will  that  compact  have  been  kept? 
Has  the  British  Government  thought  of 
that?"  "  I  hinted  to  his  Excellency  as 
plainly  as  I  could "  ( says  Sir  Edward) 
"  that  fear  of  consequences  could  hardly  be 
regarded  as  an  excuse  for  breaking  solemn 
engagements,  but  his  Excellency  was  so 
excited,  so  evidently  overcome  by  the  news 
of  our  action,  and  so  little  disposed  to 
hear  reason  that  I  refrained  from  adding 
fuel  to  the  flame  by  further  argument." 

After  this  "  painful  interview  "  Sir  E. 
Goschen  sent  a  telegraphic  report  to 
England.  The  telegram  was  accepted  at 
the  Central  Telegraph  Office,  but  appa- 
rently never  dispatched  ;  it  never  reached 
the  Foreign  Office  in  London. 
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That  was  at  9  p.m.  on  August  4th.  At 
9.30  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  called 
on  Sir  E.  Goschen  and  asked  "  casually  " 
whether  our  Ambassador's  demand  for 
passports  was  equivalent  to  a  declaration 
of  war.  He  added  that  Germany  could 
never  possibly  give  the  assurance  for  which 
England  asked  either  that  night  or  any 
other  night. 

To  Sir  E.  Goschen's  statement  that  fail- 
ing a  satisfactory  answer  England  would 
be  forced  to  take  such  steps  as  their 
engagements  required,  the  Under  Secre- 
tary replied  that  that  was,  in  fact,  a 
declaration  of  war. 

"  In  the  meantime,"  adds  Sir  Edward, 
"  after  the  Under  Secretary  left  me,  a 
flying  sheet,  issued  by  the  Berliner  Tage- 
blatt,  was  circulated  stating  that  Great 
Britain  had  declared  war  against  Ger- 
many." The  immediate  result  was  an 
attack  on  the  British  Embassy.  For  this 
Herr  von  Jagow  expressed  "  most  heartfelt 
regrets  "  next  morning,  and  said  that  the 
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behaviour  of  his  countrymen  had  made  him 
feel  more  ashamed  than  he  had  words  to 
express.  It  was  an  indelible  stain  on  the 
reputation  of  Berlin. 

Next  morning  the  Kaiser's  vexation  was 
expressed  in  the  following  message : 
"  The  Emperor  has  charged  me  to  ex- 
press to  your  Excellency  his  regret  for 
the  occurrences  of  last  night,  but  to  tell 
you  at  the  same  time  that  you  will  gather 
from  those  occurrences  an  idea  of  the  feel- 
ings of  his  people  respecting  the  action  of 
Great  Britain  in  joining  with  other  nations 
against  her  old  allies  of  Waterloo.  His 
Majesty  also  begs  that  you  will  tell  the 
King  that  he  has  been  proud  of  the  titles 
of  British  Field-Marshal  and  British  Ad- 
miral, but  that  in  consequence  of  what  has 
occurred  he  must  now  at  once  divest  him- 
self of  those  titles." 

The  British  position  was  defined  in 
this  statement  issued  from  the  Foreign 
Office  :- 

"  Owing  to  the  summary  rejection  by 
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the  German  Government  of  the  request 
made  by  his  Majesty's  Government  for 
assurances  that  the  neutrality  of  Belgium 
would  be  respected,  his  Majesty's  Ambas- 
sador in  Berlin  has  received  his  passports, 
and  his  Majesty's  Government  has  de- 
clared to  the  German  Government  that 
a  state  of  war  exists  between  Great 
Britain  and  Germany  as  from  11  p.m.  on 
August  4th." 

A  note  of  solemn  warning  to  his 
countrymen,  penned  many  years  ago 
by  the  veteran  warrior  Count  Moltke, 
may  be  recalled.  "  If,"  said  he,  "  war 
ever  breaks  out,  its  duration  and 
end  cannot  be  foreseen.  The  greatest 
Powers  of  Europe,  armed  as  they  have 
never  been  armed  before,  will  then 
stand  face  to  face.  No  one  of  them 
can  be  shattered  in  one  or  two  campaigns 
so  completely  as  to  confess  itself  beaten 
and  conclude  peace  on  hard  terms,  or  as 
not  to  recover,  after  a  year  or  so,  perhaps, 
to  renew  the  conflict.  It  may  be  a  Seven 
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Years'  War,  it  may  be  a  Thirty  Years' 
War.  Woe  to  him  who  sets  fire  to  Europe, 
and  is  the  first  to  apply  the  torch  to  the 
magazine  !  " 
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CHAPTER    X 
THE    KAISER    DISSECTED 

His  double  nature — Alaric  and  Attila — The  power 
and  glory  of  the  world  —  Lesson  of  Saul's 
jealousy — Physical  misfortune — The  useless  arm 
— Old  Burton,  Bacon,  and  Byron  on  deformity — 
Napoleon's  first  address  to  his  army — One  of 
William's  latest — Compared  with  Richard  III 
— English  v.  German-speaking  people — Goethe 
and  Faust — The  mask  is  dropped. 

V 

WHILE  millions  are  in  the  battlefield,  and 
Europe  is  drenched  with  blood,  people  are 
asking  with  shuddering  anxiety,  "  What  of 
the  Kaiser  who  provoked  and  planned  this 
slaughter?"  Can  the  ruler  who  posed  so 
constantly  as  Vicegerent  of  the  World, 
charged  with  the  supreme  duty  of  main- 
taining peace  among  the  nations,  be 
human?  Is  he  a  creature  of  the  distorted 
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imagination  of  Germany's  modern  phil- 
osophy? Or  has  his  career  been  swayed 
by  alternate  yearnings  towards  good  and 
evil— at  one  time  inclined  to  gentleness, 
and  anon  carried  away  by  the  "  lusts  of  the 
eye  and  the  pride  of  life  "?  Megalomania 
is  but  a  new  name  for  an  old  disease— the 
swelling  pride  "  by  which  the  angels  fell  " 
and  the  overweening  conceit  that  led 
Roman  Emperors  to  claim  worship  as 
divinities.  Under  the  Hohenzollerns  the 
Germans  have  fallen  beneath  the  spell  of 
the  monomania  of  Greed. 

From  time  to  time  the  Kaiser  has  ap- 
pealed to  history  as  well  as  the  Bible, 
bringing  Alaric  and  Attila  in  view. 
Scholars  young  and  old  will  know  these 
are  ill  examples  for  the  twentieth  century. 
But  it  is  worth  noting  that  when  Alaric 
and  his  Goths  pillaged  Rome,  at  the  end 
of  the  fourth  century,  the  barbarian  hordes 
were  rigidly  forbidden  to  "  assault  women 
or  to  injure  churches."  A  generation 

later  came  Attila  with  his  Huns,  a  people 
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(according  to  Gibbon)  of  execrable  origin, 
who  regarded  their  King  with  superstitious 
reverence,  while  Christendom  shrank  from 
him  with  dread  as  being  the  "  scourge  of 
God."  It  was  believed  that  he  was  armed 
with  a  supernatural  sword,  that  belonged 
to  the  Scythian  god  of  war,  which  must 
win  dominion  over  the  whole  world.  The 
parallel  from  the  Bible  comes  to  mind  at 
once.  It  was  a  spirit  from  the  nether 
gloom  who  offered  "  all  the  kingdoms  of 
the  world  and  the  power  and  glory  of 
them  "  to  the  Divine  Man,  whose  rebuke 
lives  through  the  ages  :  "  Get  thee  behind 
me,  Satan,  for  it  is  written,  Thou  shalt 
worship  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  Him  only 
shalt  thou  serve.'*  One  is  driven  to  imagine 
that  the  Kaiser's  idea  of  God  was  evolved 
from  Old  Testament  days,  when  glory  and 
worship  followed  victory  in  battle.  There 
also  can  be  found  a  vivid  illustration  of  the 
small  jealousy  that  may  trouble  the  mind 
of  a  king  upon  his  throne.  When  the 
dancing  women  of  Israel  went  out  to  meet 
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Saul  and  sang  before  him,  "  Saul  has 
slain  his  thousands  and  David  his  ten 
thousands,"  the  King  was  very  "  wroth/* 
William  of  Germany  seems  to  have  been 
equally  irritable.  Any  movement  by 
France  troubled  him,  and  even  an  advance 
by  the  far-distant  people  of  Japan  excited 
his  anger. 

Turning  from  the  mental  to  the  physical 
bearing  of  the  Kaiser,  another  thought 
forces  itself  into  prominence.  Weighty 
authorities  have  expressed  a  confident 
belief  that  the  Franco -German  War  of 
1870  was  precipitated  by  the  stone  in  the 
bladder  of  Napoleon  III,  which  ultimately 
caused  his  death.  In  the  early  years  of  the 
Kaiser's  reign  he  suffered  severely  from 
a  mysterious  affection  in  the  ear,  which 
caused  him  almost  continuous  pain,  and 
led  to  the  worse  evil  of  insomnia.  The 
increasing  severity  with  which  the  law  of 
lese  majeste  has  been  enforced  throughout 
the  Emperor's  reign  points  to  a  morbid 
sensitiveness  of  a  most  unusual  kind.  Can 
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the  cause  be  found  in  his  own  misfortunes? 
At  any  other  time  it  would  be  a  distasteful 
task  to  touch  on  this  subject,  but  in 
presence  of  the  giant  evil  which  he  has 
brought  upon  the  world,  all  speculations  are 
surely  permissible .  With  a  mind  so  moved 
by  visions  of  pomp  and  power,  dependent 
on  strength  and  the  reign  of  force,  the 
Kaiser  may  have  writhed  in  misery  over 
his  wasted  arm,  a  thorn  in  the  flesh  from 
which  there  could  be  no  hope  of  recovery. 
His  left  arm  is  practically  paralysed.  This 
defect  dates  from  birth,  and  is  ascribed  to 
the  ignorance  or  ineptitude  of  a  physician. 
The  arm  is  four  inches  shorter  than  its 
fellow,  and  has  a  malformed  hand  with 
only  rudimentary  fingers.  The  arm  is  so 
wholly  limp  that  William  has  to  lift  its 
hand  to  even  place  it  on  the  hilt  of  his 
sword  with  his  right  hand.  It  is  in  this 
posture,  or  else  in  the  breast  of  his  coat, 
that  he  customarily  carries  it  when  out  of 
the  saddle.  At  the  table  he  has  a  com- 
bined knife  and  fork,  which  slide  into  each 
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other.  (He  uses  this  with  much  dex- 
terity first  to  cut  up  his  meat  and1  then  to 
eat  it,  all  of  course  with  one  hand. 

"  Deformities,"  says  old  Burton,  "  tor- 
ture many  men."  At  times  they  inspire  the 
sufferer  to  great  efforts,  and  go  far  to 
account  for  the  zeal  and  determination 
with  which  the  Emperor  made  himself  the 
master  of  many  pursuits.  'He  fences 
admirably,  is  a  skilful  boatman,  swims  and 
bowls  well ;  is  very  fond  of  shooting,  and 
delights  in  mountain  climbing.  Lord 
Bacon  says,  "  All  deformed  persons  are 
extreme  bold."  Byron,  confessing  to  "  an 
uneasy  mind  in  an  uneasy  body,"  put  his 
thoughts  into  verse  :— 

Deformity  is  daring  : 
It  is  its  essence  to  o'ertake  mankind 
By  heart  and  soul,  and  make  itself  the  equal — 
Aye,  the  superior  of  the  rest.     There  is 
A  spur  in  its  halt  movements,  to  become 
All  that  the  others  cannot,  in  such  things 
As  still  are  free  to  both,  to  compensate 
For  stepdame  Nature's  avarice  at  first. 
They  woo  with  fearless  deeds  the  smiles  of  fortune,. 
And  oft,  like  Timour  the  lame  Tartar,  win  them. 
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How  persistent  is  the  self-torture  was 
shown  in]  a  letter  by  Mrs.  Shelley,  who 
wrote  :  "  No  action  of  Lord  Byron's  life- 
scarce  a  line  he  has  written— but  was  in- 
fluenced by  his  personal  defect." 

Many  will  find  in  the  Kaiser  a  coun- 
terpart of  "  crook-backed  Richard "  as 
portrayed  by  Shakespeare.  "  Richard 
entertains  at  bottom  a  contempt  for  all 
mankind/'  says  Schlegel,  "  for  he  is  con- 
fident of  his  ability  to  deceive  them, 
whether  as  his  instruments  or  his  adver- 
saries. In  hypocrisy  he  is  particularly 
fond  of  using  religious  forms,  as  if  actuated 
by  a  desire  of  profaning  religion  in  the 
service  of  hell/' 

To  call  the  Kaiser  mad  is  to  free  him 
from  responsibility  for  his  most  criminal 
acts.  But  the  deep  cunning  with  which  his 
ends  were  pursued  forbids  any  such  merci- 
ful judgment.  An  observer  who  watched 
his  bearing  at  the  Russian  Court  said  "  he 
draws  his  features  into  a  kind  of  mask  of 
imperial  dignity  and  reserved  wisdom  and 
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strength."  Under  this  mask  with  fiendish 
cunning  he  held  fast  to  the  Gospel  of 
Force.  All  possible  means  were  taken  to 
foster  the  jealousy  of  the  German  people. 
Herr  Dernburg,  Director  of  the  Colonial 
Department  of  the  German  Foreign  Office, 
pointed  out  that  in  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century  there  were  only 
9,000,000  of  English-speaking  people 
against  20,000,000  of  German -speaking 
people.  Now  there  are  120,000,000  of 
the  former  against  only  60,000,000  of  the 
latter.  He  recalled  a  boastful  statement 
made  by  a  German  patriot  a  hundred  years 
ago  that  if  Germany  had  then  been  united 
"  not  Clive  but  a  Hamburg  Councillor 
would  command  on  the  Ganges.'* 

What  other  word  than  "  blasphemy " 
can  be  found  to  describe  one  of:  the 
Kaiser's  latest  addresses  to  a  body  of 
troops  going  forth  to  battle? 

"  Remember  that  the  German  people  are 
the  chosen  of  God.  On  me,  as  German 
Emperor,  the  Spirit  of  God  has  descended. 
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I  am  'His  weapon,  His  sword,  and  His 
vicegerent.  Woe  to  the  disobedient,  death 
to  cowards  and  unbelievers  !  " 

What  shall  be  said  of  the  Kaiser's  visits 
to  England?  Did  he  come  with  the  kiss 
of  Judas  for  his  kinsfolk  and  words  of 
peace  on  his  tongue  to  "  deceive  the 
nation  "  ?  Or  was  his  duplicity  the  studied 
effort  of  a  mocking  spirit  delighting  in 
showing  contempt  for  the  world  ?  Goethe 
invests  Faust  with  such  a  double  nature,  a 
being  who  cries  out  :— 

Two  souls,  alas !  reside  within  my  breast, 

And  each  withdraws  from  and  repels  its  brother. 

The  Doctor's  yearning  to  pierce  the  mys- 
teries of  the  universe  only  provokes  the 
derision  of  the  Fiend.     "  Hast  thou  not 
led  this  life  long  enough?  "  he  cries- 
All  heaven  and  earth  in  rapture  penetrating, 
Thyself  to  Godhead  haughtily  inflating. 

Whatever  pleas  may  be  put  forth  for  the 
Kaiser,   on    account   of   his   training   and 
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environment  through  life,  it  is  impossible 
to  regard  him  otherwise  than  as  a  false 
friend,  a  treacherous  enemy,  and  a  hypo- 
critical ruler.  The  cold,  scathing  truth 
found  apt  expression  in  Mr.  Owen 
Seaman's  reproachful  lines  :— 

You  shared  our  grief  with  seeming-gentle  eyes  ; 

You  moved  among  us  cousinly  entreated, 
Still  hiding,  under  that  fair  outward  guise, 

A  heart  that  cheated. 

And  now  the  mask  is  down,  and  forth  you  stand 
Known   for    a    king  whose  word   is  no    great 
matter, 

A  traitor  proved,  for  every  honest  hand 
To  strike  and  shatter. 

Neither  the  Kaiser  nor  his  troops  had 
the  excuse  of  Napoleon,  who,  on  being 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  army  for 
Italy,  thus  addressed  them  :  "  Soldiers,  you 
are  hungry  and  naked  ;  the  Republic  owes 
you  much,  but  she  has  not  the  means  to 
pay  her  debts.  I  am  come  to  lead  you 
into  the  most  fertile  plains  that  the  sun 
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beholds.  Rich  provinces,  opulent  towns, 
all  shall  be  at  your  disposal.  Soldiers, 
with  such  a  prospect  before  you,  can  you 
fail  in  courage  and  constancy  ?  " 

Through  seas  of  blood,  heedless  of 
human  suffering,  Napoleon  waded  to  a 
throne,  the  crowned  highwayman  making  a 
nation  drunk  with  dreams  of  glory. 

"  All  passions,  save  one,  do  occasional 
good,"  says  Ruskin ;  "  but  whenever 
Pride  puts  in  its  word  everything  goes 
wrong."  The  Kaiser's  pride  of  intellect 
and  race,  when  mingled  with  the  greed 
for  power,  swept  aside  all  other  considera- 
tions. Culture  was  but  a  word,  and  Might 
the  only  la,w.  It  is  a  higher  civilization 
than  Prussia  has  ever  known— one  based  on 
Right  and  Justice— that  Britain  and  her 
sons  are  called  upon  to  defend  with  all 
their  might. 
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